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A Picture For Today

UR people have a singular practical
O wisdom, which takes the §ting out

of misfortune; which makes a bad
law a dead letter, almost from its enactment;
which discounts the future, accepts the in-
evitable, and compromises with the coming
evil; which charges off bad debts without
a grimace, and, like the Chicago merchant
after the great fire, spits upon the ruins to
see if it is yet cool enough to begin rebuilding.
Our laws are not the whole of the Statute
book, but only those parts to which the needs
of the people, and the general concurrence of
public opinion have given life.

—Francis A. Warker in 1880
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BARRE’'S MAIN BUSINESS THOROUGHFARE
Became over night the railroad center for an areca measuring fifty miles in four directions. Practically all locomotives
operated by three railroads were made temporarily inaccessible if not put out of commission by the flood. Almost provi-
dentially two Rock or AcGrs engines were high and dry on Barre Hill. Proceeding down the big grade to Barre and
thence over the trolley tracks, they were able to make a quick beginning in the first work of rehabilitation.

(photo caption)i Bar r e 6 s siloroughfdreubscameeoger night the railroad center for an area measuring fifty miles in four
directions. Practically all locomotives operated by three railroads were made temporarily in adfesgiple out of commission by the
flood. Almost providentally two Rock of Ages engines were high and dry on Barre Hill. Preceding down the big Bexrde and
thence over thedlley tracks, they were able to make a quick beginning in the firdt eforehabilitationd



THE ROCK OF AGES
MAGAZINE

A LITTLE BOOKLET EDITED BY ATHOL R. BELL AND PUBLISHED MONTHLY
BY THE ROCK OF AGES CORPORATION, BARRE, VERMONT, AS A PART OF
ITS SERVICE TO THE MONUMENTAL GRANITE INDUSTRY.

VOL. V NOVEMBER, 1927 No. 5

=  ORRENTIAL RAINS converging with un-

controlled fury upon central Vermont ravaged

the Barre District early in November, leaving

in their wake an appalling loss of human life and

an indescribable scene of desolation. Although the flooded

area was at its worst in the valleys of the Winooski and

White rivers, the Barre granite industry itself escaped practi-

cally intact. It is true that in a few instances manufacturing

plants were submerged. Orthers if left untouched were
temporarily isolated by the rush of waters.

Yet the structural damage was next to negligible and
had the elements been equally sparing of the railroads and
the sources of water supply, scarcely a week would have
elapsed ere the granite industry of Vermont, with its vical
bearing upon the prosperity of the state, would have been
ready for resumption.

Barre City itself fared better than some of its sister
communities, though the death toll reached seven and its
every casualty was stark tragedy. But the heaviest losses
were confined to the extremes of the main business artery,
to streets and to the basements of business buildings.
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IN THE GRAY DAWN OF NOV. 4
Several hours after the deluge had reached its height the water in Montpelier’s
State §treet was reluctant to recede. The Washington county court house and
the U. S. postoffice, along with many business buildings, were partly inundated.

Montpelier, on the other hand, was sorely stricken. There
the damage to merchants and residential property ran into
the millions. There again, however, the granite manu-
facturing plants have shown amazing powers of recuperation,

Northfield and Riverton were more fortunate and
their granite manufacturing properties are relatively unim-
paired. It was in Waterbury and in the little towns to the
north that death and destruction stalked in the aftermath of
the flood’s first desperate sortie. Many of Vermont’s 130
fatalities occurred in that section and the property loss, the
suffering and the fortitude of the inhabitants were past belief.

Outside agencies, including the Government, the Red
Cross, the Army and the,executives of neighboring states
were quick to respond. If amateur radio stations here at
home were the first to establish outside communication, the
air also furnished the avenue for quick responses, for aero-
planes were surveying the flooded areas on the day following
the storm and for days continued to render heroic service.
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(photo caption)iiln scene of a tragedy that claimed the life of Lieutenant Governor S. Hollister Jackson.
In summer this stream which gouged its way through the highway to a point near the residence of
William Barclay in the background is a rivulet of small proportions. Mckson was drowned as he left
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The Barre District was particularly touched with the
sympathetic messages and proffers of assistance which came
from the retail field, from other granite producing centers,
and from the trade press. Not the least of these were the
heartening words which came from the Memorial Crafts-
men of America, and the Quincy and St. Cloud associations.

Every possible effort is being bent toward reestablish-
ing the water mains that mean a resumption of activities for
a great part of the Barre industry. Almost miraculous
progress has been made in restoring the railroads, which
forecasts an inevitably early movement of freight, both in-
coming and outgoing. The Barre quarries, beyond the
inconvenience of being slightly inundated, recovered at once
and the quarriers, pending the recovery of the manufacturers,
were able to render a great deal of assistance in the work of
rehabilitation.

Retail dealers who are counting upon the fulfillment of
contracs already placed, or who contemplate placing orders

THE SCENE 'OF A TRAGEDY
That claimed the life of Lieut.-Gov. S. Hollister Jackson. In summer this
Stream which gouged its way through the highway to a point near the residence
of William Barclay in the background is a rivulet of small proportions. Mr.
Jackson was drowned as he left his car and attempted to ford the brook while
approaching his home.
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in Barre have no cause for unrest. Normal service is only a
matter of time. The retail trade can best aid Barre by
placing implicit confidence in the ability of the industry to
make a rapid recovery. At this writing the prospet of an
early return to normalcy is alcogether promising.

L ST S

When everything is all over—the complete extermina-
tion of the carpet-bagger by the established dealer, or the
total blotting-out of the e. d. by the c. b., when marble has
entirely supplanted granite, or granite has wholly displaced
marble, when the park cemetery has crowded out the old-
fashioned God’s acre or the o. f. God’s acre has overrun the
park cemetery—we shall probably have the finest memorial
industry in cthe world.

b ST 3 L .

One of the nerve authorities declares that rackets
which fray so many nervous systems are not injurious
after all. Sdill, it would be difhcule to convince many of
us sufferers that adjacent trip hammers are merely a state
of mind and quarry whistles no impediment to the full
enjoyment of the inalienable right to life, libercy and che
pursuit of happiness.

b ST 3 o )

For its tardy appearance the Rock or Aces Magazine
begs the indulgence of its readers. Just as the completed
November issue was ready to bid adieu to the Capital City
Press in Montpelier, some twelve feet of water invested the
premises and the publication hastily deferred its journey into
the outside world. Complete reprinting and most of the
other multitudinous details which enter into the preparation
of a magazine for its readers had to be repeated.
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AMONG DISTINGUISHED FAMILY MEMORIALS

In the cemeteries of Leavenworth, Kans., the Hoge tribute from the plant of Marrion & O'Leary, Barre, has been widely admired.
It is one of many Rock oF AGes monuments erected this year by Ben F. Heis of Leavenworth.

(photo caption)i Among di stinguished family memori al s i n fitom the ptaet oféareon & e s ¢
ObLeary, Barre, has been widely admired. It is one wbrmany Roc
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“Letters to the Editor” have a rather unusually promi-
nent place in our pages this month. More correspondence
of this sort is earnestly solicited. Nor is there any censor-
ship on opinions that run- counter to opinions generally
known to be our own. May all of our correspondents
hew to their own line, letting the stoneships fall where they
may.

L T T L

Every now and again we are asked for copy suggestions.
The average memorial craftsman professes to be anything
but a writer of advertisements. Some of the convincing
paragraphs that have distinguished the national advertising
of Rock or Aces this year are brought together on another
page. They are good enough to be used again—and again.

b ST L S

Granite manufacturers are now eligible for member-
ship in the Order of the Turning of the Worm. Under
fire these many months for their derelictions in the matter
of boxing monuments, they are in for quite a start when
they read elswehere in these pages what a Pennsylvania
dealer says about board stains.

L ST T L .

The ordinary, vain human being likes to be reported.
[f advocating sea burial as a means of conserving the great
green spaces for parks and playgrounds is the only way he
could get into pring, is it any wonder the New York dis-
covercr of a New Idea chose that means of making himself
known?

P

Another witch-hunter who will never get into our
heaven is the man who insists upon full-time acceptance
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of the Volstead A& as a passport to ofthce-holding in an
organization where religion, politics and morality have no
bearing upon the objectives for which it was created.

S. HOLLISTER jACKSON

Out of the devastating flood which engulfed Vermont
comes with stunning conviction the knowledge of an ir-
reconcilable loss. He was Vermont’s lieutenant-governor
and in all human probability he would have been Vermont’s
next governor, if indeed his administrative genius was to
have stopped short of the United States Senate.  But to the
B.rre granite industry and to the granite monumental
business he was just plain Hollister Jackson. There is no
need to recount his activities in behalf of American granite.
For more than a decade he was one of the best known
figures in the industry. As the major casualty in the
disaster, his death had most of the elements of sheer tragedy.
Yet at the last a wish was fulfilled which more than once he
expressed to the writer. In the catch-phrase of other times
he died “‘with his boots on.”

no ; MONUMENTS & HEAD STONES

RETAIL ADVERTISING

Carried on by 1. D. Miller, Quarryville, Pa., dealer, includes a number of
resourceful devices, among which is a scoreboard in the local baseball park.
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AFTER THE TOMB OF SCIPIO

HE OCTOBER number of this magazine pre-
sented four illustrations showing some of the
various processes whereby Barclay Bros. were
creating in Rock or Aces granite a family
memorial for James M. Boutwell of Montpelier, one
of the former owners of the Rock or Aces quarries. This
month, through the courtesy of the manufacturer, we are
privileged to reproduce a cemetery study of the monument,
made shortly after its erection in Green Mount cemetery.

In the boldness of its design and execution, in the
exquisite artistry of its finish, the memorial attains a
degree of perfection to which many producers of granite
memorials can only aspire. In all of its more intimate
aspects it is a family monument. Once you go beyond
its original significance it takes on a wider, deeper meaning.

It used to be a fixture in a certain credo that intricately
executed memorials could not be produced by American
Plan artisans. After making a critical inspection of the
Boutwell monument one cannot escape the finality of its
challenge to that preposterous assertion. The crafts-
manship of unfettered American Plan granite cutters is
proclaimed in every line and curve.

To many who shared in the stirring events of 1921-22
and to unnumbered observers of industrial phenomena
here in central Vermont that no longer can be called an
experiment, the connotations of the monument will be
even more remindful. Always it will epitomize the
courage and the unselfish resolution of a man who devoted
the closing years of his career as a granite quarrier to freeing
the Barre granite industry from the feudal lords of absentee
unionism.

[t is particularly fitting that the granite for the memo-
rial was quarried from the identical location in the Rock or
Agces properties where Mr. Boutwell began business nearly
forty years ago as a quarrier of Rock or Aces granite.

A contemporary account of the making and setting
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THE SCIPIO ROSETTES

Six in number, are the outStanding ornamental features of this axed Rock or Aces memorial erected last month on the family plot
of J. M. Boutwell. It is one of Barclay Bros." 1927 masterpieces and a more extended
description of the tribute will be found on the opposite page.

(photo caption)i The Sci pi o Rosettes, six in number , RamkotAgesimemonaletrestad sast chontn g
on the family plot of J. M. Boutwell. It is one of the Barclay Bros. 1927 masterpieces and a more extended descriptidoubdé thill be found on
the opposite page. 0
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of the tribute affords an excellent semi-technical description
of the memorial:

The principal decorative feature is a frieze of triglyphs and
metopes on the die stone on which are carved rosettes like those on
the Scipio tomb in Rome. The Scipio rosettes, six in number, are
all different. The reproduction of these ornaments has long been
the ambition of artists but a wide variation exists with the finished
interpretations.

When this feature of the memorial was decided upon and care-
ful inquiries had failed to locate a distinc photograph of the original
Scipio tomb, an appeal was made to the American consul at Rome.
His prompt and courteous attention disclosed the information that
this ancient tomb—one of the earliest of Roman sarcophagi—which
was discovered on the Appian Way in 1780 was now in the Vatican
Museum at Rome and could not be photographed.

He was successful, however, in securing a copy of the only
authorized photograph in existence and from this, and with the
aid of powerful glasses, every detail of each rosette was carefully
studied and transferred to models in the office of Barclay Bros.
From these models the rosettes were beautifully and artistically
developed in their plant upon the granite itself.

Upon the monolithic lower base rests a second base of refined
mouldings which in turn supports the massive die stone with its
well chosen enrichment and skillfully executed sand engraved
lectering of the Roman type. The cap or cornice with its finely
cut architectural mouldings and dentils fitcingly surmounts and
completes the graceful dignity of this creation.

S

EVASION vs. ACTION

The business of making and selling cemetery memorials
may be passing through a revolutionary period. Every-
where in other spheres of activity changes in customs,
habits, mechods and products are being made almost over
night. Conditions today are without precedent. Danger
lies not in the kind of action that is based upon sensible
study and analysis. It lies in evasion—in failure to com-
prehend changes, to foresee the necessity of new policies
and practices. It is easy to take the easy way, hard to
take the right way. The easy way may be a stubborn
refusal to recognize changing conditions. Our business
needs constructive thinking, and money is not a substitute
for thought.
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(photo caption)i Se v er al iiteaveaiscksed ih thimhatbne of a little corner in the Rock of Ages
qguarries. Ladders dimly seen at various altitud



