
 

 

 

 

 

 

“Setting America’s Greatest Columns” 

(Cathedral of St. John the Devine, New York City, New York) 
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The article begins: 

 

“The great Cathedral of St. John The Devine in New York, in many ways the biggest 

construction job of modern times, has been underway for eighteen years and bids fair to last fifty 

years longer.  The chapel is nearing completion, shown on one of our pictures, is only a small 

part of the great structure as may be seen in the reproduction of the architect’s drawing.  It was 

formerly estimated that the completed cathedral would cost about $20,000,000, but experts 

connected with its construction now figure that it will run much her than that….” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This article, which begins on the next page, 

is presented on the Stone Quarries and Beyond web site. 

http://quarriesandbeyond.org/ 
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(photo captions)  (top) “Setting the sixth column in Cathdral of St. John.  The columns are inside the church; arranged in a 

semi-circle.”  (bottom) “Setting 45-ton section of seventh column.  Matt Haley, ‘On the Job,’ at the right of the column.” 



 

(photo captions)  (top) “The 90-ton section of sixth column suspended over its plinth. Each column 55 ½ feet high and 

six feet in diameter.”  (left) “Design for Cathedral of St. John The Devine.  Heins & La Farge, Architects.”  (right) “The 

part under way as it looks now. Great granite columns may be seen through the opening in wall.” 


