
 

 

 

 

 

Bangor Excelsior Slate Company Descriptive Catalogue 

Genuine Bangor Roofing Slate, 1890s 

 

Offices:  Easton, Pennsylvania 

Quarries:  Bangor, Pennsylvania 
 

 

Excerpt from “Introduction” of the above-cited booklet: 

 
“This souvenir is presented to our customers as an introduction to the quarries they 

patronize, that they may feel better acquainted with their product, which they use; and to 

architects and our friends in general, that they may be more familiar with the process of the 

manufacture of our celebrated Genuine Bangor Excelsior Slate. 

 

“Knowing that very few architects, and comparatively few of the many thousand roofers, 

even though they have followed the business for years, have ever visited the slate region, 

we feel confident that this effort to portray and describe the manufacture of roofing slate 

will be duly appreciated.  A book of illustrations descriptive of the workings of an industry 

whose product has become so well known and so universally used cannot fail to be of 

interest to the user….” 

 

“The scenes portrayed in the following pages are from the Blue Mountain district in the 

extreme northern portion of Northampton County, Pennsylvania, at the rapidly growing 

town of Bangor.  This Bangor region has long been acknowledged to produce the highest 

grade of black roofing slate, and in the very centre of the celebrated vein is located the 

Bangor Excelsior quarries.” 

 

Note:  A list of online resources is available at the end of this document. 
 

 

This booklet, which begins on the next page, 

is presented on the Stone Quarries and Beyond web site. 

http://quarriesandbeyond.org/ 
 

 

Peggy Barriskill Perazzo 

Email:  pbperazzo@comcast.net 

November 2017 
 

 

 



 
  



 
  



 
  



 



 



 

(photo caption)  “General veiew of excelsior property.” 

  



 



 

(photo caption)  “Northeast corner of quarry.” 

  



 
  



 

(photo caption)  “Face of Rock Through which Quarry has descended.” 

  



 
  



 

(photo caption)  “The landinig.” 

  



 
  



 

(photo caption)  “The inclines, showing cars ascending.” 

  



 
  



 

(photo caption)  “Looking down the inclines to the landing.” 

  



 
  



 

(photo caption)  “Portion of quarry bank – Blue Ridge Mountains in the distance.” 

  



 
  



 

(photo caption)  “Workmen sculping and splitting blocks of slate.” 

  



 
  



 

(photo caption)  “Portion of stock yards on the quarry banks.” 

  



 
  



 

(photo caption)  “Private railroad siding and telephone lines.” 

  



 
  



 
  



 

(photo caption)  “Workman punching slate, ready to lay.” 

  



 

(photo caption)  “Workmen splitting and dressing slate to size.”



 

 

(photo caption)  “The three principal grades of genuine Bangor Slate.”



 

 

(photo captions)  (left photo) “Slate makers’ splitting tools.”  & (right photo)  “Slate roofers’ tools.” 



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 

(photo caption)  “Main office.” 



 

(photo caption)  “Private office of R. S. Brown, proprietor.” 



 

(photo caption)  “Secretary’s office.”



 

(photo caption)  “Private room of F. S. Brown, proprietor.”



 

 
  



 
  



 

(photo caption)  “New York State Reformatory, Naponoch, New York.” 

  



 

(photo caption)  “Residences recently erected in different parts of the United States covered with genuine Bangor Excelsior Slate.” 



 

(photo caption)  “St. Patrick’s Church, Port Henry, New York.” 



 

(photo captions)  (left photo) “St. Mary’s Hospital, Evansville, Indiana.”  (center photo) “Court House, Atchison, Kansas.” 

(right photo) “L. & N. R. R. Station, Montgomery, Alabama.” 



 

(photo captions)  (left photo) “L. & N. R. R. Station, Montgomery, Alabama.”  (center photo) “Church at Mansfield, Ohio.” 

(right photo) “Public School Building, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.” 



 

 

(photo caption)  “Residences recently erected in different parts of the United Sates covered with genuine Bangor Excelsior Slate.” 



 
  



 
  



  



 
  



For further historical information about the Bangor Excelsior Slate Company of Bangor, Pennsylvania, and the slate 

industry, see the links below: 
 
*  “Slate-Making in Pennsylvania,” in The Manufacturer and Builder, November 1884, pp. 252-253, on Stone Quarries and Beyond at:   

http://quarriesandbeyond.org/articles_and_books/pdf/slate_making_in_pennsylvania_manufacturer_and_builder_nov_1884.pdf 

 

*  Hower’s Lightning Slate Reckoner on 33 Practical Sizes Roofing Slate, by F. M. Hower, Proprietor of the Peach Hill Slate Quarry and President 

of the Eagle Slate Company, Cherryville, Pennsylvania, 1884.  Available on Stone Quarries and Beyond at: 

http://quarriesandbeyond.org/pdf/Howers%20Lightning%20Slate%20Reckoner%201888%20-%201904.pdf 

 

*  “History of the Slate Industry,” excerpt from Hower’s Lightning Slate Reckoner on 33 Practical Sizes Roofing Slate, by F. M. Hower, Proprietor 

of the Peach Hill Slate Quarry and President of the Eagle Slate Company, Cherryville, Pennsylvania, 1884.  Available on Stone Quarries and Beyond 

at: 
http://quarriesandbeyond.org/pdf/History%20of%20the%20Slate%20Industry%20fr%20Howers%201884.pdf 

http://quarriesandbeyond.org/pdf/Howers%20Lightning%20Slate%20Reckoner%201888%20-%201904.pdf 

 

*  “Peach-Bottom” Slate (York County, Pennsylvania) (October 1890), The Manufacture and Builder, Vol. 22, Issue 10, October 1890, pg. 225. 

(Article in digital images viewed at American Memory, Library of Congress.) 

http://ebooks.library.cornell.edu/cgi/t/text/pageviewer-idx?c=manu;cc=manu;rgn=full%20text;idno=manu0022-10;didno=manu0022-

10;view=image;seq=00233;node=manu0022-10%3A1 

 

*  “The Bangor Excelsior Slate Quarry,” Bangor, Pennsylvania, from the “Leading American Quarry Centres and Operators” section of Timber 

& Wood Working Machinery, Special Issue, February 2, 1897. 

https://books.google.com/books?id=3s42AQAAMAAJ&pg=PA562&lpg=PA562&dq=%22Bangor+Excelsior+Slate+Company%22&source=bl&ots

=ey-NbC3kQ-&sig=sRlyaWdWMZPrR2gnCmwJeBhyOyI&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiU9c-B0eLXAhWJ-

lQKHY20AswQ6AEILTAB#v=onepage&q=%22Bangor%20Excelsior%20Slate%20Company%22&f=false 

 

*  History of Northampton County [Pennsylvania] and the Grand Valley of the Lehigh, Under Supervision and Revision of William J. Heller, 

Assisted by an advisory board of editors, Vol. II,  1920, The American Historical Society, Boston, New York, Chicago.  Available on the Internet 

Archive at:  https://archive.org/details/historyofnortham02hell_0 

 

*  Slate Deposits and Slate Industry of the United States, by T. Nelson Dale with sections by E. C. Eckel, W. F. Hillebrand, and A. T. Coons, United 

States Geological Survey Bulletin No. 275, Series A, Economic Geology, 63, 1906.  Available at U. S. Government Publications at:  

https://pubs.usgs.gov/bul/0275/report.pdf 

 

 

(List of online resources continued on the next page.) 

 

http://quarriesandbeyond.org/articles_and_books/pdf/slate_making_in_pennsylvania_manufacturer_and_builder_nov_1884.pdf
http://quarriesandbeyond.org/pdf/Howers%20Lightning%20Slate%20Reckoner%201888%20-%201904.pdf
http://quarriesandbeyond.org/pdf/History%20of%20the%20Slate%20Industry%20fr%20Howers%201884.pdf
http://quarriesandbeyond.org/pdf/Howers%20Lightning%20Slate%20Reckoner%201888%20-%201904.pdf
http://ebooks.library.cornell.edu/cgi/t/text/pageviewer-idx?c=manu;cc=manu;rgn=full%20text;idno=manu0022-10;didno=manu0022-10;view=image;seq=00233;node=manu0022-10%3A1
http://ebooks.library.cornell.edu/cgi/t/text/pageviewer-idx?c=manu;cc=manu;rgn=full%20text;idno=manu0022-10;didno=manu0022-10;view=image;seq=00233;node=manu0022-10%3A1
https://books.google.com/books?id=3s42AQAAMAAJ&pg=PA562&lpg=PA562&dq=%22Bangor+Excelsior+Slate+Company%22&source=bl&ots=ey-NbC3kQ-&sig=sRlyaWdWMZPrR2gnCmwJeBhyOyI&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiU9c-B0eLXAhWJ-lQKHY20AswQ6AEILTAB#v=onepage&q=%22Bangor%20Excelsior%20Slate%20Company%22&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=3s42AQAAMAAJ&pg=PA562&lpg=PA562&dq=%22Bangor+Excelsior+Slate+Company%22&source=bl&ots=ey-NbC3kQ-&sig=sRlyaWdWMZPrR2gnCmwJeBhyOyI&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiU9c-B0eLXAhWJ-lQKHY20AswQ6AEILTAB#v=onepage&q=%22Bangor%20Excelsior%20Slate%20Company%22&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=3s42AQAAMAAJ&pg=PA562&lpg=PA562&dq=%22Bangor+Excelsior+Slate+Company%22&source=bl&ots=ey-NbC3kQ-&sig=sRlyaWdWMZPrR2gnCmwJeBhyOyI&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiU9c-B0eLXAhWJ-lQKHY20AswQ6AEILTAB#v=onepage&q=%22Bangor%20Excelsior%20Slate%20Company%22&f=false
https://archive.org/details/historyofnortham02hell_0
https://pubs.usgs.gov/bul/0275/report.pdf


*  Slate in Northampton County, Pennsylvania, by Charles H. Behre, Jr., Pennsylvania Geological Survey, 4th Series, Bulletin M9, 1927.  Available 

on the Internet Archive at:  https://archive.org/details/slateinnorthampt00behr 

 

*  Slate in Pennsylvania, by Charles H. Behre, Jr., Pennsylvania Geological Survey, 4th Series, Bulleting M16, 1933.  Available on the Internet 

Archive.  https://archive.org/details/slateinpennsylva00behr 

 

*  Slate in the United States, by T. Nelson Dale and Others, United States Geological Survey Bulletin 586, 1914.  Available at the U. S. Government 

Publications:  https://pubs.usgs.gov/bul/0586/report.pdf 

 

 

More Online Resources about Bangor Excelsior Slate Company of Bangor, Pennsylvania, and the slate industry: 
 

*  “The Dally Slate Photo Galleries,” Pen Argyl, Pennsylvania, on the American Industrial Mining Co. web site at:   

http://americanindustrialmining.com/slate-quarry 

 

*  “In Pursuit of the Quarry: Pennsylvania’s Slate Belt,” by Alyssa Miller, Spring 2010, at:  

http://pabook2.libraries.psu.edu/palitmap/SlateBelt.html 

 

“Once rock-solid slate industry is down to 13 quarries,” 28th May 2003, in AggregateResearch.com at:   

https://www.aggregateresearch.com/news/once-rock-solid-slate-industry-is-down-to-13-quarries/ 

 

*  “Peach Bottom Slate:  The slate extracted from these Pennsylvania quarries was once hailed as the finest in the world,” Delta, 

Pennsylvania, on Atlas Obscura at:  https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/peach-bottom-slate-region 

 

*  “Pennsylvania’s Slate Belt,” by Lenny Flank, November 5, 2015, on Hidden History at:   

https://lflank.wordpress.com/2015/11/05/pennsylvanias-slate-belt/ 

 

*  “Pit and Quarry: The Cement and Slate Landscapes of Pennsylvania,” by Frank Matero, Fall 2015, on the Scenario Journal at:   

https://scenariojournal.com/article/pit-and-quarry/ 

 

*  Postcard photograph of “Carbon Slate Quarry (1910 or earlier),” on mindat.org at:  https://www.mindat.org/loc-219247.html 

 

*  The “Slate industry” section of Wikipedia at:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slate_industry 

 

*  “Slate Industry Historical Marker” (in Bangor, Pennsylvania), on ExplorePAhistory.com at:   

http://explorepahistory.com/hmarker.php?markerId=1-A-339 

     

https://archive.org/details/slateinnorthampt00behr
https://archive.org/details/slateinpennsylva00behr
https://pubs.usgs.gov/bul/0586/report.pdf
http://americanindustrialmining.com/slate-quarry
http://pabook2.libraries.psu.edu/palitmap/SlateBelt.html
https://www.aggregateresearch.com/news/once-rock-solid-slate-industry-is-down-to-13-quarries/
https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/peach-bottom-slate-region
https://lflank.wordpress.com/2015/11/05/pennsylvanias-slate-belt/
https://scenariojournal.com/article/pit-and-quarry/
https://www.mindat.org/loc-219247.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slate_industry
http://explorepahistory.com/hmarker.php?markerId=1-A-339

