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- Mainlenance of Interior Marble

*MAINTENANCE OF INTERIOR
MARBLE

Based upon investigations at the National Bureau of Stan-
dards by D. W. Kessler, Research Associate. (a)

"(Research work financed by the National Association of
Marble Dealers.)

PREFACE
TIHS booklet is intended mainly for the use of those

charged with the care of interior marble work. It

embodies in brief form the results of a research pro-
gram carried out at the National Bureau of Standards under
the auspices of the National Association of Marble Dealers.
Various phases of the cleaning problem are discussed from
a practical standpoint. Methods for eradicating all the
common types of stains are given and a few suggestions are
made which may prove of use to the marble setter.

The recommendations herein are based on: 1st, the
results of over 10,000 laboratory tests and experiments;
2nd, a comprehensive study of numerous marble installa-
tions; 3rd, the experience of persons who have been long
associated with such problems in a practical way.

*Pui)lished by Permission of the Director of the National Bureau of
Standards of the U. S. Department of Commerce.

{a) The complete report of this research is being published as a %

Bureau of Standards Technologlc Paper.
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PART I. CLEANING

S

1. Description of Trade Cleaning
Preparations

HE most widely used preparations for cleaning marble

I floors consist of a scouring grit, powdered soap and
carbonate of soda mixed in the dry form. These vary

in weight from 40 to 55 pounds per cu. ft., depending on
the amount of grit present, this being the heavy ingredient.
The relative amounts of these constituents vary consider-
ably in different preparations. The following statements
based on chemical analyses of several trade preparations of
this type will convey some idea of the proportions found:

" Ingredients . Amounts
Scouring Grit (b) 30 to 90 per cent
Sodium Carbonate (c) 2 to 50 per cent
Soap (anhydrous)............. 2 to 9 per cent
Water 1 to 20 per cent

One widely used preparation of this type is a mixture of
sodium carbonate and sodium bicarbonate (d) with the
grit and soap. Most preparations of this type are sold in
the dry form but a few have been found which are mixed
to a paste with water. In such preparations the water
content may be as high as 40 per cent of the weight.

Another type of cleaning preparation marketed in the
dry form consists of all water-soluble ingredients, that is,

(b) Scouring grits usually consist of volcanic ash or finely crushed
quartz, ‘ :

(c) Sodium carbonate in the foxm of crystals is called washing soda.
In the dry powder form it is known as soda ash. -

(d) Sodium bicarbonate is also known as baking soda and bicar-

bonate of soda.
f""-‘m







