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Short History of the Colusa County Sandstone Quarries 
 

The present Brownstone Quarry was first opened in 1891; and, by 1906, it  was owned and operated by the Colusa Sandstone Company 
(aka the Knowles Quarry) .   
 
In The Structural and Industrial Materials of California (published in 1906 by the California  State Mining Bureau ), the Colusa Sandstone 
Co. quarry i s described as follows:  òé(the) ledges have an average dip of about 50 degrees to the northeast.  The beds vary from 18 
inches to 18 feet, and average 4 to 6 feet in thickness.  In the Colusa Sandstone Companyõs quarry, one bed measures 35 feet in 
thickness, which in its southern extension in the McGilvray quarry is 45 feet thick. ó  (The McGilvray quarry opened in 1900  and is 
located one mile southeast and adjoins the Colusa property on the south.  The McGilvray quarry is no longer actively quarried. ) 
 
The Ferry Building,  in San Francisco, (1896) was the first large building constr ucted of stone from the Colusa Sandstone Co. quarry.  By 
1916, sandstone from this quarry was being used along the California coast and in Hawaii.   
 
Other buildings in which stone from this quarry was used include:  Four monolithic columns in the Bank Building, at Santa Cruz , and 
the fourth wing of the St. Francis Hotel . (The other three wings being from the  McGilvray quarry .)  
 
According to the 1906 The Structural and Industrial Materials of California, òSome of the prominent buildings in San Francisco which have 
been constructed of the McGilvray Stone Companyõs Colusa sandstone (located adjacent to the Colusa Sandstone Co. quarry) include:  
The Kohl Building (formerly the Haywards Building), corner M ontgomery and California streets; F. W. Woods Building, Geary street; 
Miller, Sloss & Scott Building, corner First and Mission streets; Mutual Savings Bank Building, Market and Geary streets; Par k 
Emergency Hospital; Flood Building, Powe ll and Market streets; Italian -American Bank, Montgomery street; Sherrith Israel Synagogue, 
corner California Webster streets; Shreve Building, corner Grant avenue and Post street; W. P. Fuller Building, corner Mission and Beale 
streets.ó 
 
In San Francisco, Colusa County sandstone was used in the Butler building (corner Geary and Stockton streets); the French-American 
Bank; Monadnock (ten stories); the Metropolis ( Merchants in 1916); the National Bank; the Aronson (corner Third and Mission streets); 
the Gunst on the opposite corner; the Kamm, above the Call Building; three Home Telephone buildings ; and the Spreckels band stand 
in Golden Gate Park. Also the Thomas Clunie building in Sacramento; Garden City Bank, San Jose; First National Bank, Monterey.   
 
More information  about and old photographs of  these two Colusa sandstone quarries is available in the Colusa County, California, 
section of this web site at: 
http://quarriesandbeyond.org/states/ca/quarry_photo/ca -colusa_photos.html 
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