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Short History of the Colusa County Sandstone Quarries

The present Brownstone Quarry was first opened in 1891; and, by 1906 it was owned and operated by the Colusa Sandstone Company
(aka the Knowles Quarry).

In The Structural and Idustrial Materials of Californigpublished in 1906 by the California State Mining Bureau), the Colusa Sandstone
Co. quarry is described as follows: 0é (the) ledges have an average dip of about 50 degrees to the northeast. The beds vary from 18
inches to 18 feet, and average 4 to 6 feet in thickness.In the Colusa Sandstone Company® quarry, one bed measures 35 feet in
thickness, which in its southern extension in the McGilvray quarry is 45 feet thick. 6 (The McGilvray quarry opened in 1900 and is
located one mile southeast and adjoins the Colusa property on the south. The McGilvray quarry is no longer actively quarried. )

The Ferry Building, in San Franciscq (1896 was the first lar ge building constr ucted of stone from the Colusa Sandstone Co. quarry. By
1916, sandstone from this quarry was being used along the Cdifornia coast and in Hawaii.

Other buildings in which stone from this quarry was used include: Four monolithic columns in the Bank Building, at Santa Cruz , and
the fourth wing of the St. Francis Hotel . (The other three wings being from the McGilvray quarry .)

According to the 1906 The Structural and hdustrial Materials of CaliforniadSome of the prominent buildings in San Francisco which have
been constructed of the McGilvray Stone Company & Colusa sandstone(located adjacent to the Colusa Sandstone Co. quarry)include:
The Kohl Building (formerly the Haywards Building), corner M ontgomery and California streets; F. W. Woods Building, Geary street;
Miller, Sloss & Scott Building, corner First and Mission streets; Mutual Savings Bank Building, Market and Geary streets; Park
Emergency Hospital; Flood Building, Powe Il and Market streets; Italian -American Bank, Montgomery street; Sherrith Israel Synagogue,
corner California Webster streets; Shreve Building, corner Grant avenue and Post street; W. P. Fuller Building, caner Mission and Beale
streets6

In San Francisco, Colusa County sandstone was used irthe Butler building (corner Geary and Stockton streets);the French-American

Bank; Monadnock (ten stories); the Metropolis ( Merchants in 1916); the National Bank; the Aronson (corner Third and Mission streets);

the Gunst on the opposite corner;the Kamm, above the Call Building; three Home Telephone buildings ; and the Spreckels band stand
in Golden Gate Park. Also the Thomas Clunie building in Sacramento; Garden City Bank, San JoseFirst National Bank, Monterey.

More information about and old photographs of these two Colusa sandstone quarries is available in the Colusa County, California,

section of this web site at:
http://quarriesandbeyond.org/states/ca/quarry_photo/ca -colusa_photos.html
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Fine California “Brownstone” is a multi-color sandstone

with tonal variations that range from brown to grey to

green. Brownstone is also unusually easy to work with
Builder and shape: when sawn, this fine grain stone produces
almost a honed finish and when pitched, split faces are
3 predictable and highly linear. Brownstone can also be
and Paving

easily tooled, carved and sculpted into virtually any

shape desired.

Stone Located near Maxwell, California, The California
Brownstone Quarry has been dormant for over 70
years. The 100-acre parcel is the site where the
facades of many of San Francisco’s finest buildings
were quarried including The San Francisco Ferry
Building, The St. Francis Hotel, The Flood Building
and The Emporium.
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The Brownstone Quarry has now re-opened and has Splitting & Sawing

installed a full complement of equipment to restore

the quarry to its earlier status as one of the premier

stone works in the Western United States. Hand Shap'ng
The site is currently equipped with two state-of-the-

art stone splitters as well as a large stone saw. In Transportation

addition, Brownstone stone cutters and carvers are

on site to produce hand pitched split faces, finishes

for custom orders, or sculptural/architectural stones.

Another feature the Brownstone Quarry offers is a

full range of in-house transportation services. We
have the flexibility to deliver your materials quickly

and economically.
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The Brownstone Quarry offers an extensive selection
of high-quality builder stone in a variety of shapes and
sizes. We offer square, semi-square, irregular,
polygonal and multi-sided stone with split or sawn
Casual Ashlar beds—all the stone you'll need to create the finest walls

or facades. Irregular Builder Stone is most economic

and is polygonal in shape with split beds. We also offer

Regular Builder Stone which is more consistently semi

rectangular or square. The two grades can also be
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AND PATTERNS

intermixed. Both grades of stone are stocked at The

0

Brownstone Quarry. These are excellent stones for

walls, foundations, or veneers, and are readily tooled.

More formal sawn Ashlar Stone can also be custom
manufactured on a job-by-job basis and features split Fine Estate Ashlar
faces with sawn beds. Whether you're designing a wall
in the Casual Ashlar or Fine Estate Ashlar patterns,
you'll find The Brownstone Quarry is your best source

for the stone you're looking for.
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Pavers Brownstone can be extensively used for outdoor or
indoor paving. A variety of treatments can be used

from split faced “cubes” and cobblestones or larger split

Cobblestones
faced stones for a more natural finish. Sawn face pavers
or stepping stones create a more polished effectand can
Custom Sawn Stone be used either with split sides or sawn into whatever

custom dimensions your job might require. Provide a

general idea of the effect that you are looking to create

and our staff will be pleased to help suggest ways that

Brownstone can be used.
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Brownstone also can be sawn to whatever thickness is Stairs
desired for elegant stairs, wall caps, benches and

veneers. The combination of Brownstone's features

Benches
allow a striking contrast of natural linear split faces
with honed sawn faces. Some standard sizes are
stocked, please inquire with The Brownstone Quarry. Caps & Veneers
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Contact us at:
The Brownstone Quarry

(530) 438-2215
fax (530) 438-2799

.FINEST gL iy FRODUCT AND EXCELLENT SERVICE







