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The article begins: 

 

“The growth of the Portland cement industry has been so rapid, especially during 

the past year (1905), that nearly everyone is now more or less familiar with its 

character, says Concrete.  A great many, however, are of the opinion that the word 

was quite different from this.  Portland cement was first manufactured in England 

by an English engineer by the name of John Smeaton, who discovered, that by 

grinding together a certain proportion of limestone and clay he obtained a mortar 

which would harden under water, and to it the name of hydraulic lime was applied.  

Somewhat later than this Joseph Aspdin took out a patent for an improved cement, 

made from limestone and clay, which he called Portland cement, because when it 

hardened, a stone was produced resembling that from the famous quarries of 

Portland England….” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This article, which begins on the next page, 

is presented on the Stone Quarries and Beyond web site. 

http://quarriesandbeyond.org/ 
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