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The article begins: 

 

“Before the close of the Civil War the 30th of May was observed as a holiday in several of the 

Southern states for the purpose of decorating with flags and flowers the graves of soldiers killed 

in the war.  In the North there was no fixed day commonly celebrated until on May 5th, 1868, 

when Commander-in-Chief John A. Logan of the Grand Army of the Republic issued a general 

order designating the date ‘for the purpose of strewing with flowers and otherwise decorating the 

graves of comrades who died in defense of their country during the late rebellion…In 1882 the 

Grand Army urged that the ‘proper designation of May 30 is Memorial Day’ – not Decoration 

Day.  However, no matter which way one may designate it, the day plays a big part in the pans of 

the monument man, and it is previous to this day, each year, that he erects many of his most 

highly prized achievements – the work to which he points for proof of his fitness to serve. 

 

“Among the photographs of such work which have been brought to the attention of the writer 

that deserve special comment are many examples of good design and workmanship, as evidenced 

by the accompanying illustrations….” 
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(photo captions)  (left)  The C. W. Post monument was “Erected by W. H. Harrison Granite Co., New York City, to the memory of the 

late Mr. Post of Postum Cereal fame.  (right)  The Ainsworth monument was “Erected by F. D. Black, Grand Rapids, Mich.” 



 

(photo caption)  The Hill monument was “Erected by F. D. Black, Grand Rapids, Michigan.” 
 

 

 

(photo caption)  The Smith monument was “Erected by Edward A. Carroll Co., Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.” 



 

 

(photo caption)  The Snodgrass monument is “A double design erected for decoration day by the Sears Monument Co., Charleston, 

West Virginia.” 



 

(photo captions)  (above, left) The Martin monument was “Erected by Carl Manthey & Sons, Green Bay, Wisconsin.”   

(top, right) The Arthur A. End monument was “Erected by Stolzer Granite Co., Milwaukee, Wisconsin.”  (bottom) “Vase 

on the left and cross on the right erected by George A. Detwiler, Phoenixville, Pennsylvania.  Marker designed and erected 

by H. A. Mason Co., Erie, Pennsylvania.” 



 

(photo captions)  (top left)  The Wallower “Mausoleum (was) designed and built this summer (1917) by the Colwell Granite 

Co., Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.”  (right) The Hale monument is “One of the good designs erected this spring (1917) by the 

Sears Monument Co., Charleston, West Virginia.”  (lower left) The Carson monument is “A fine Decoration Day memorial 

erected by W. R. Caton & Son, winfield, Kansas.” 



 

(photo captions)  (top right)  The Carl Manthey monument was “Erected this spring (1917) by Carl Manthey & Sons Co., 

Green Bay, Wisconsin.  It is interesting to note that Carl Manthey has erected this monument as his own private memorial.”  

(bottom)  “Some Decoration Day work of J. Bianchi & Son, Buffalo, New York.  Good example of design suited to its 

surroundings.”  (The Eberhardt monument is in the above page.) 


