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The article begins: 

 

“The ancient church and cemetery of the Saints-Innocents of Paris was one of the 

most celebrated monuments of the medieval city, and in the details of its history 

may be found some of the most striking characteristics of the manners and customs 

of the so-called dark ages….” 
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(photo caption)  “Ancient cemetery Des Innocents in the Rue Aux Fers, Paris, in 1790.  Showing the chambers full of skulls.  After a 

design by Bernier.  The accumulation of remains during 8 or 9 centuries in this place had become so great an evil that in 1786 they 

were all transferred to the catacombs and a market was erected in this spot.  From Paris Known and Unknown, George Barie & Sons, 

Philadelphia.” 



 

(photo caption)  “Cloisters of Church Des Innocents.  Showing upper portions containing human skulls and the frescoes of the ‘Dans 

Macabre.’  From Paris Known and Unknown, George Barrie & Sons, Philadelphia.” 


