
 

 

 

 

 

 

“Best Types of American Memorial Art” 

III.  The Celtic Up-Right Cross Slab” 
 

By Ernest Stevens Leland 

 

The Monumental News 

Vol. XXIX, No. 5, May 1917, pp. 274-277 
 

The article begins: 

 

“In studying the art of the Celt, we may broadly divide it in two periods, the Pagan and Christian.  

With the exception of a few scattered examples, the art of stone carving was not practiced by the 

Pagan Celt.  Skilled as he was in metal work, wood carving and pottery, it was not until the 

Christian era that he developed sculpture to that degree of distinction which characterizes his 

work in other fields.  Celtic Art of the Christian period is usually from the year A.D. 450….”  

 

The article includes a section on “American Examples of the Cross-Slab.” 
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(captions)  (top)  “Vine Scrolls, S. Apollinare Nuovo, Ravenna.” & “Key Pattern, Ravenna.” 

(bottom)  “Celtic headtones in Scotland and Wales.” (p. 274.) 



 
(captions)  (top) “Various modern forms of the erect cross slab.”  (middle) “Highly enriched cross-slab and a modified variant.”  

(bottom)  “Probable evolution of the cross from the crude ‘Pillar-Stone.’ Allen’s Theory.” (pp. 275) 



 
(captions)  (top, left)  “Headstone Cross at Margam, Wales.”  (top, right) “Upright Cross Slab at Cossins Forfarshire, Scotland.”  (top, 

center) “Modern English cross tablets.  From Weaver’s ‘Memorials and Monuments.’ “Fig. 213. Hopton Wood Stone.” “Fig. 214. 

Bramley Fall Stone.” “Fig. 215. Doulting Stone, Coarse Bed.” “Fig 216. Bramley Fall Stone.” (bottom, left) “Headstone cross at 

Mertnyr, Wales.”  (bottom, right) “Erect cross slab in Aberlemno churchyard.” (pp. 276) 



 

 
 

 

 


