SLATE.
By A. T. Coons.

PRODUCTION,

The statistics presented in this report represent the output of slate
as reported to this office directly by the quarrymen, and include the
quantity and value of the roofing slate sold by them, the quantity
and value of mill stock sold by them, and the value of a quantity of
slate sold for other purposes. The statistics for the rough material
of the mill stock represent the rough slate sold by the quarrymen to
mills to be made into a finished procduct, and those for the manufac-
tured material represent the slate used by the quarrymen in their
own mills and sold in the finished or partly finished state. The
values given represent the prices free on board at point of shipment.

The figures giving the quantity of mill stock and other slate sold
by the quarrymen are shown for the first time in 1907, and it is
hoped that their future publication will be of interest and value to
the producer, representing as they do with the figures for roofing
slate the entire quantity of slate marketed during the year.

During the years since and including 1903 the slate trade has been
more or less adversely affected by the financial condition of the
country or by labor troubles in the building trades and strikes in
slate quarries, by the use of tiles, concrete, shingles, and of patent
roofing processes and cheaper grades of material for roofing, by the
?lgg price and searcity of labor, and by a decrease in the export

rade. :

In 1907 there were nine States producing a commercial output of
slate in the United States. These States were Pennsylvania, Ver-
mont, Maine, Virginia, Maryland, New York, California, Arkansas,
and New Jerse , named in order of value of output. In 1906 Georgia
reported an output and New Jersey had no production in that year.

Slate valued at $6,019,220 was quarried and sold in the United
States in 1907. This is an increase of $350,874 over the value re-
ported for 1906, which was $5,668,346. The production in 1907
represents the largest output since 1903, when it was $6,256,885,
the largest production of sllz.te in the history of the United States.

In 1907 the production of roofing slate was reported as 1,277,554
squares, valued at $4,817,769; in 1906 the figures reported were
1,214,742 squares, valued at $4,448 786, an increase in 1907 of 62,812
squares in quantity and of $368,983 in value. The increase in aver-
age value per square from $3.66 in 1906 to $3.77 in 1907 was 11 cents.
Producers generally reported an advance in price per square on
account of increased cost of supplies and from scarcity and increased
cost of labor.

The value of mill stock, including slate sold for other purposes,
- from $1,219,560 in 1906 to $1,201,451 in 1907, or $18,109.
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