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INTRODUCTION, - ~

The arrangement and scope of this volume are practically the same
as in the seventeen preceding reports of the series, Mineral Resources
of the United States. Each report records the development of the
mineral industries of the United States since the time covered by the
preceding number of the series; the reports should therefore be con-
sulted together. Every chapter in this report is a census of the pro-
ductive features of the industry as complete as possible with the
means at command. The statistics of the production of gold and

. silver have been prepared in conjunction with the Director of the

Mint, Treasury Department. The statistics of the imports and exports
of minerals, which form an essential part of the volume, are obtained
through the courtesy of the Chief of the Bureau of Statistics, Treasury
Department.

ACEKENOWLEDGMENTS.

Except as noted above, and in a few isolated instances where some
other well-established agency already exists by which the statistics
are collected accurately, the figures are obtained directly from the
producers, and it is impossible to acknowledge here, otherwise than
by brief mention, the invaluable assistance which has been freely ren-
dered by them and the voluntary contributions of many local experts.
The names of the statistical experts who, acting under the authority
of the United States, have collected statistics from the producers are
given at the heads of the special chapters. The technical press, besides
affording much information concerning new mining enterprises, has
been largely drawn upon for prices, market reports, and new technical
processes. :

As heretofore, the publication of this volume has been anticipated

to a great extent by the issuance in advance, in pamphlet form, of the
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