STONE:?

INTRODUCTION,

Less than a score of years ago building stone as an article of com-
merce was limited principally to the better-known varieties of marbles
and granites, which had acquired sufficient reputation to justify their
shipment to various parts of the country, together with the stone used
for the monumental trade,  The fact was more generally recognized
then than now that stones sufficiently durable for building purposes
could be found at almost any place where a building was to be erected.
Thus at that time & locality was characterized by a uniform type of
buildings, erected with the best stone found in the neighborhood.
Thiz local chavacter of the stone industry still exists in the majority of
cities in the Old Warld, but the conditions of the stone trade in the
United States have been revolutionized.  Twenty years ago the out-
put of building stone which had o market value away from the point
of production was small eompared with that of 15#9, which was valued
at #LE 713660, Within the twenty years combinations among stone
producers have followed the lead of other productive industrics; closp
business relations in fur distant localities have brought about sharp
competition, with consequent improvements in methods of producing,
marketing, transporting, and finishing grades of stone formerly used
only locally, Well-edited journals devoted to the interests of this
trade have heen developed, and with the resulting greater knowledge
of the eonditions of the industry it has hecome possible to extend this
statistical inquiry each vear to lower prades of stone, such as crushed
rock for concrete work, and even roud ballast. In these industries
the quarrymg, crushing, and transporting, often for long d.lsmnccs,
have given means of livelihood to many persons,

The gradual changes which have brought about this prosperous eon-
dition of the industry have been traced from year to year in these
reports, and in the present volume mention will be made only of such

VOwing to the sovers iness of Die, Willlam 0. Day, (ho stone report (his vear b Hmited to the prin-
clpal tabbes of prodoction, aed noks the genersl reviews-of the song trade whifch T, Duy would
atherwise hive ghven.—Ed.
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