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OILSTONES AND WHETSTONES.

PRODUCTION.

The valne of the production of this class of abrasives in 1898 was
the largest ever recorded, amounting to $180,738, an increase of
£30,768 over that of 1897, and $24,857 more than 1895, the year of pre-
vious maximum production. The product in 1898 consisted of 969,215
pounds of oilstones and water whetstones (against 846,000 pounds in
1897); 140,000 ponnds of shoemakers and kitchen rubstones (a decrease
from 240,000 pounds in 1897); 1,500 pounds of razor hones; 28,000
pounds of marble-cutters’ rabstones; 150 gross of tablestones; and
25,242 gross of scythestones (an increase from 18,000 gross in 1397).

The rough material from which our oilstones, ete., are made is
obtained from various localities in the United States. The finer grades
of oilstones are made from two grades of novaculite quarried in the
vicinity of Hot Springs, Arkansas, and known, respectfully, as ¢ Arkan-
gas” and “Washita” stone. Tine-grained sandstone, called “ Hindo-
stan” or “Orange” gtone, from Orange County, Indiana; Lake Supe-
rior stone, quarried in Cuyahoga County, Ohio, and a similar material,
known as Labrador stone, from Cortland County, New York, and
chocolate stone, from Lisbon, New Hampshire, are used for whetstones.
Scythestones and rubstones are made from Indian Pond and Lamoille
stone, quarried in Grafton County, New Hampshire, and Orleans
County, Vermont; from Berea, Ohio, grit (which also furnishes grind-
stones), and from some of the Indiana sandstone.

In the following table showing the value of the production of oil-
stones, whetstones, scythestones, ete., since 1891, the values given are









