LITHOGRAPHIC STONE.

OCCURRENCE.

Deposits of the peculiar variety of limestone adapted to the lithog-
rapher’s art have been reported in several localities of the United
States. Lithographie stone iy found in Arizona, Arkansas, Illinois,
Kentueky, South Dakota, Texas, Utah, and Virginia; but while some
stone has been taken out in various places for experimental purposes,
and with reported satisfactory results, no commercial produet has
been obtained. If indieations are to be believed, however, lithographic
stone from American quarries will be included in the mineral prodne-
tion for 1897. 1In the latter part of 1806 a lithographic stone quarry
was reported to have been opened on the eastern slope of the Verde
range of mountains, in a section known as Sycamore Oreek, about 40
miles from Prescott. This stone is said to have been tested, and to
have fornished printed work that wonld compare favorably with work
done on Bavarian stone. Professor Blandy, formerly Territorial geolo-
gist, in one of his reports says that this stone is nniform in character
and of very fine grain, and expresses the opinion that sfone of any
desirable size may be obtained, Water is said to be available in suffi-
cient quantities for the power necessary to saw the stone and otherwise
prepare it for market.

South Dakota also promiges to furnish lithographic stone for market
during 18397. To Mr. W. I Bond, of Custer City, belongs the credit
of the discovery. The deposit is located near Pringle station, Custer
County. Mr. Bond has had specimens of this stone tested in Omaha
with such excellent results that he was able, with little diffienlty, to
secure the cooperation of some Omaha business men in the organiza-
tion of a company to develop the property. Some of the Omaha parties
are engaged in lithographie business in that eity, and their association
with the enterprise is a hopeful indication. The company (known as
the Lithograph Mining Company) owns claims covering about 1,000
acres, and claim the ability to supply the entire demand when the
property is developed, a consnmmation that is expectantly looked for
belore the close o’ the present year.

Several attempts have been made in the last ten years to develop
lithographic stone guarries said to exist in Kentucky, but without
suceessful result. Interest has again been recently aroused by the
announcement of the organization of the North American Lithographic
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Btone Company, of Bowling Green, for the purpose of developing a
quarry near that city. p
Mention has been made in previons volumes of Mineral Resources of
the deposits of lithographic stone in Arkansas, Texas, Utah, and Vir-
ginia. The Arkansas deposits are remote from railroad transportation
and have not been developed. Some stone was quarried near Marble
Falls, Texas, butthe quality of thestone obtained was marred by the pres-
ence of quartz erystals and other defects, which rendered it practically
useless, No attempt has been made to quarry any stone at this place
for several years, The Utah deposits have been permanently aban-
doned as worthless for lithographic purposes. .St. Louis parties are
interested in a quarry in Alexander County, Illinois, but no work was
done on the property in 1896, It is probable that the depressed busi-
ness conditions have discouraged active development of new enterprises
of this nature. To the same cause, added toremoteness from railroads,
is probably due the fact that the quarries in Botetourt County, Virginia,
have had no work done npon them in the last four years, but the owners
express the hope of being able to proceed with development work at an

early date,
The American market, not having had any domestic supply from

which to draw, has always depended for its lithographie stone upon the
well- known Bavarian quarries, These quarries have, indeed, supplied
the world sinee printing from stone was invented. Efforts have been
made to substitute metals for lithographic stoune, but it has been only
partially snceessful. Aluminum and zine plates, more especially the
latter,are quite generally nsed in the larger printing establishments and
on rather coarse grades of commercial work. Zine plates are also nsed
by reason of their small bulk for preserving original matter, transfer
being made to stone as requirements for printing arise.

PRICES.

It is not possible, with the information at hand, to show what is the
valne of lithographic stone per ton or square foot or by any other unit
of measurement except as to its cost to the consumer. The reports to
the Bureau of Statistics of the Treasury Department show only the
values. No quantities are given. As fairly indicative of the cost to
the consumer, it may be stated that the Geological Survey is in itself a
large user of lithographic stone for the printing of its topographic
sheets and geologic folios, The prices paid for stone by the Survey in
1846 were as shown in the following table, Specifications eall for  best
yellow, subject to inspection and rejection and return at cost of bidder;
subject, also, to selection at bidder’s place of business.” Gray stones
are g little higher in price, usually about 10 per cent, though some of
the larger stones sell for as much as 40 cents per pound. It will be
noticed that in lithographie stone, as with mica and diamonds, the price
per unit of weight increases with the size of the stone.
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