ABRASIVE MATERIALS.

Buhrstones.—The total value of the buhrstones produced during the
year 1888 is estimated at $51,000.

A noticeable decline in this industry continued during the year 1888,
and while it is difficult to procure exaet figures of production at the va-
rious localities, it is evident that the demand for domestie millstones is
steadily decreasing. At the quarries near Kyserike, New York, where
the so-called Esopus stone is quarried, there was a slight decrease
in production, the value of that product being $60,000, or $1,500 less
than in 1887. About fifty men are employed at this locality. The Co-
calico millstone quarries, near Durlach, Pennsylvania, showed also a
decrease in production, the value being $1,000, against $5,000 for the
previous year. These quarries are owned by private individuals, and
are worked only when orders for stones are received. The state-
ments from Parkewood, North Carolina, indicate that the quarrying of
the stone known as North Carolina grit progressed without any note-
worthy change, the value of the produect being $20,000. -

Bulrstones and millstones imported and entered for consumption in the Uniled Stales
1868 to 1288, inclusive.

Made Made
! into . into
Years ending—| Rongh. e Total. Yours ending— | Rough. R Total.
stonea. stones,
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Grindstones.—During 1888 the produet of grindstones in the United
States amounted to 41,000 long tons, valued at $281,000, being a slight

increase over that for the previous year. Of the above amount, about-

three-fifths was produced by the Cleveland Stone Company of Ohio
and Michigan, and the balance by eight or nine companies operating
in Ohio.
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Exports of manwfaciuyred emery from 1878 fo 1888, inclusive.
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INFUSORIAL EARTH.

The deposit of infusorial earth near Dunkirk, Calvert county, Mary-
land, known as the Lyons Creek mine, continues to be the principal source
from which infusorial earth is obtained ; in fact, it might be called the
only producing locality in the United States, as the reports indieate
that the deposits elsewhere have either been abandoned or have come
to a standstill, on aceount of & limited demand for the prodonct and the
lack of transportation facilities. About $35,000 have been invested in
the Lyons Creek plant, which is operated by the New York Silicate
Company, employing 20 to 25 men. The produect is shipped by water,
prineipally to New York City, at a cost of £1.66 per ton by sailing ves-
sels, and $2 per ton by steamers. The amount produced during the year
1888 was 1,500 short tons, at a spot value of $7,500.

Norwegian tnfusorial earths.—Recent discoveries of siliceous earths
have been made on the south coast of Norway, in the upland lakes sur-
rounding the several fjords in the neighborhood of the town and ship-
ping port at Farsund. Nuomerous analyses of both German and Norwe-
gian infusorial earths show that they contain from 77 to 91 per cent. of
gilica in their raw state, and when washed and caleined, up to 96.40 per
cent., with from 1 per cent. to 2 per cent. of alumina, the remainder be-
ing harmless alkalies and lime, with less than 1 per cent. ferrie oxide,
Owing to their scarcity, it is only within the last few years that infusorial
earths have been employed to any appreciable extent except in the
manufacture of dynamite, lithofracteur, and the other nitro-glycerine
class of explosives, 25 per cent. of which is infusorial earth. They are
now, however, coming rapidly into extensive use for a variety of pur-
poses in the arts and manufactures. That the demand is likely to in-
¢rease will be readily understood from a short description of their com-
position and the state in which these siliceous earths are found.

In the trade pamphlets of the Hamburg houses dealing in this eom-
modity in 1884 these earths are specified as being employed in 39 differ-
ent manufactures. Two years later (1886) they had increased to 54, while
in 1887 circulars gave 61 leading uses to which they are applied. The
raw material ranges in price at Hamburg from 50s. to 120s. per ton,
according to quantity and color. The discoveries which have been made
in the lakes mentioned, under the exceptional circumstances referred







