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(The following is a transcription of the article, “The Penrhyn Slate Quarry.”) 

 

The Penryn Slate Quarry 
 

“Is considered one of the greatest curiosities in Wales.  It is situated at Dolawen, in Caernarvonshire, about six 

miles from Bangor, at the entrance of the romantic valley named Nant Frangon, and belongs to the G. H. D. 

Pennant, Esq. of Penrhyn Castle.  The summit of the slate mountain is termed Y Bron, a name which signifies 

breast or pap, and is frequently given to the tops of hills which do not rise abruptly.  The perpendicular height is 

not more than 600 to 700 yards. 

 

“The solid masses of slate which are taken from this quarry are from 80 to 100 feet in height; and when the sun 

shines they exhibit with great brilliancy all the colours of the rainbow.  The business of separating the layers 

from the main body appears a dangerous employment particularly when it is necessary to split the rock from the 

summit.  This is effected by fastening a small beam to the top, with ropes at each end, as represented in the 

sketch. 

 

“Upon this beam, four, five, or six men, frequently stand, and with their iron crows and sledge hammers, flake 

off the slate from the sides in masses, six or seven feet in length, from two to eight in breadth. 

 

“The various pieces of slate are shaped upon the spot, according to the  purposes for which they are intended, 

such as gravestones, chimney-pieces, covering of houses, cisterns, rails, &c.  The rude slates are first reduced to 

shape and size by a small edged tool, the slate being first laid upon the edge of an iron plate, fixed in an upright 

position; they are then taken to the scraper, who, with a small piece of thin steel takes off the rough parts and 

reduces the surface to a level; and are afterwards piled up in grosses for exportation.  Formerly they were 

conveyed to the port at a very heavy expense, by means of carts, drawn along the ordinary road, but afterwards 

an iron rail-road was formed, which reaches from the quarry to Port Penrhyn, a distance of six miles.  Upon this 

line are several inclined or sloping planes.  The wagons are now made of iron, and each holds about half a ton; 

several of them can be drawn by one horse, so that six or eight horses now perform the work which formerly 

required sixty or eighty.  At Port Penrhyn the slates are shipped, not only for all parts of Great Britain, but even 

for the United States of America. 

 

“The expense of the inclined planes, and rail roads, connected with this quarry, and incurred by the late Lord 

Penrhyn, in diminishing the labour of conveying the slates, is said to have been upwards of £170,000.” 

 

 
 


