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Mission San Francisco désis, Junipero Serra at age 61,
San Francisco, CA ten years before his death

Photos courtesy of Wikipedia



The Mission Period (17691833)
& the Spanish & Mexicans in California (Contd.)

With the arrival of the Spanishin northern California in the 177G and the creation and developmentof the missions,new
technologiesnewmaterialsandnewwaysof living wereintroducedo the Californialndians Many of the Indians,who oncelived
off of the naturalresource®f the landandmovedtheir villagesasneededpecamea partof missionlife andgaveup their old ways
andfreedomin exchangédor lives controlledand providedfor by the missionaries At the missionsthe Indianswere taughtnew
skills sothatthey could constructuildings,grow crops,herdanimals,andto learna newway of life.

The Spanishmissionswere mainly constructedalongthe California coastexceptfor the two missionsestablisheadn the Colorado
River which were destroyedwithin a yearof their creation Therewereno missionsestablishedn the centralvalley of California
California was consideredhe last outpostof the Spanishglobal empire Twentythreemissionswere establishedn all, although
only 21 missionsendured Thefirst threeof the 21 missionswerelocatedat SanDiego, Monterey andoneto belocatedin between
were meantto hold the spreadof the Russianssouthwardin California The first missionestablishedvas SanDiego de Alcala,
which wasfoundedin 1769 andthelastmissionwasSanFranciscaSolanoMissionfounded1823in Sonoma?P-56

FrayJuniperdSerrawasa MajorcanFranciscarfriar who foundedthe missionchainin Alta Californiatodaythe stateof California
Serrawasappointedsuperiorof the Indian Missionsof Baja Californiain 1768 He took overthe administrationof the missionson
the Baja CaliforniaPeninsulavhenKing Carloslll orderedthatthe Franciscandeforcibly expelledfrom i N eSyp a onr-€bruary
3,1768 At thattime, Serrabecamehefl F a tPregdente andearlyin 1769he accompaniedsovernorGasparde Portolaon his
expeditionto Alta California Serraremainedat SanDiego in orderto startthe Mission SanDiego de Alcalg, the first of the 21
Californiamissions Serramovedto whatis now Montereyin 1770wherehe foundedMission SanCarlosBorromedde Carmelo
He relocatedthe missionto Carmelin 1771 and it becameknown asii Mi s €ia 0 m&thich be usedfor his headquarters
Mission SanAntonio de PaduaMission SanGabriel Arcange| Mission SanLuis Obispode Tolosg Mission SanJuanCapistrano,
Mission SanFranciscade Asis, Mission SantaClarade Asis andMission SanBuenaventuravereall foundedunderhis presidency
During thelastthreeyearsof hislife, Serrafi v i sthemissidnsfrom SanDiegoto SanFranciscofravelingmorethan600milesin
the processin orderto confirm all who hadbeenbaptized He sufferedintenselyfrom his crippledleg (dueto aninsectbite earlyin
his life) andfrom his chest,yet he would useno remediesHe confirmed5,309 personswho, with but few exceptionswerelndians
( 6 n e o pdonverteddudngthe 14 yearsfrom 17700 FatherJuniperoSerradiedon August28, 1784atthe ageof 70 at Mission
SanCarlosBorromeowhereheis buriedunderthe sanctuaryloor.10

The missionaryp r i ermary gurposewasto spreadthe Christiandoctrineamongthe Indiansby baptizingthem andto teach
themto becomeself-sufficient, but Spainusedthe missionsandmissionarieasthe mosteconomical peacefuimeansof settlingthe
newterritory. Spainneededo subjugatecontrol,andcivilize the nativesin orderto achievethesegoals 2P-53



The first recorded baptisms in Alta California were performed in "The Canyon of the Little
Christians." Engelhardt 922, p. 258 (From nASp)ani sh N


http://reference.findtarget.com/search/Spanish missions in California/

The Mission Period (17691833)
& the Spanish & Mexicans in California
(Contd.)

The missionswere meantto be only temporarilyunderthe control of the missionariedor a periodof 10 years Oncethe
mi s s i owork was@oreithe missionlands,that had beenheld in trustfor the Indians,wereto be givento the mission
Indians

From their lives beforethey enteredthe missioncommunitiesthe nativesfi k n enly how to utilize bone,seashellsstone,
andwood for building, tool making,andweapons The California Indianswere criticized becausehey appearedo beidle
anddid notii r adropseéherdflocks, or practiceotherdisciplinedforms of food productioncharacteristiof othercultureso 2
P50 The Spaniarddooked down uponthe Indians,althoughthe Spaniardssufferedfamineswhen they first settledwhile
living in the sameenvironmenfsthe Indianslived whenthe S p a n iimportéds@ppliesdid notarrive ontime.
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Georg von Langsdorff, an early visitor to California, sketcheda group of Costefiodancersat Mission SanJoséin 1806
AThehair of thesepeopleis very coarse thick, and standserect in someit is powderedwith downfeather® |angsdorffnoted
ATheir bodiesare fantasticallypaintedwith charcoaldust,red clay, and chalk Theforemostdanceris ornamentedall overwith
downfeatherswhich giveshim a monkeylike appearancethe hindermosthashad the whimsicalidea of painting his bodyto
imitatethe uniformof a Spanisthsoldier, with his boots,stockingspreechesanduppergarment® (Fromi S p a Mliss®risof

Cal i f loip/heiced )
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The Mission Period (17691833)
& the Spanish & Mexicans in California
(Contd.)

Prior to the Indiansjoining the missions,the Indianslived healthylives usingthe naturalresourceswithin their territorial
boundarieandtradingwith nearbylndiansfor thingsnot availablein their ownterritory. The Californialndianswerenotan
agrariansocietybecausedheylived off of the land because¢herewasamplegameto huntandnaturalorchardsof oaksthat
producedacornsfor thel n d i ugen BhéIndianswerevery healthyuntil diseasessuchasmeaslesand chickenpox,were

broughtin by thewhite menwhich killed hundredsf Indiansbecauséhe Indianshadno naturalimmunity to the diseases?
p.51



Foliage and acorns ofQuercusrobur
(onWikipedia )
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Indian Grinding Stones atMission San Antonio de Padua
Monterey County, CA
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(copyright Lisa Paul.cft Coast CowboysCreative Commons license)
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The Mission Period (17691833)
& the Spanish & Mexicans in California
(Contd.)

The Indiansvillages were locatednearstreamsthe ocean,or grovesof live oaksso they would havea good supply of
waterandfood. Theyusedbrushor tulesbentandtied to form conicalor hemisphericathelterswhich they destroyed
oncetheybecauseoo filthy or verminous Until they hadaccesgo metalafter beingintroducedto it by the Spaniards,
their weaponsools, and appliancesvere madefrom stone,bone,and wood They were also known for their fine
basketghat weresotightly woventhatthey could hold water The California Indiansbuilt well-caulkedplank boatsto
travel off of the channelof SantaBarbaraandto tradewith otherIndians,suchasthe Indianswho lived on the Santa
Catalinalslandin whatis today Los AngelesCounty Becauseof their free lifestyle, many of the Indiansresistedthe
organizedife andlossof freedomthatthe missionariesvantedthemto follow. 2p-51
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Many native cultures built coneshaped huts yikiups) made of willow branches covered with brush or mats made of
tule leaves The shelters were utilized primarily for sleeping or as refuge in cases of inclement weather. Europeans generally
regar ded s uc h..evidence of theladiarcs'eansibility ® faghion more sophisticated struct@res ( Fr o m
ACalifornia Mission Clash of Cultures, o0 o

r


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California_mission_clash_of_cultures
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California_mission_clash_of_cultures

Indian Dwe sion,
on Flickr (Courtesy of PIM#1. Used with permission)
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Schoenoplectusicutus calledTule
Dyed and woven, tules are usedto make baskets,bowls, mats, hats, clothing, duck decoys,and even boats by Native
Americangroups At leasttwo tribes,the Wanapunmandthe PomoPeople constructedule housesasrecentlyasthe 1950 and
still do for specialoccasionsBay Miwok, CoastMiwok, and Ohlonepeoplesusedthe tule in the manufactureof canoesor
balsas,for transportatiomacrossthe San FranciscoBay and using the marine and wetland resources Northern groupsof
Chumashusedthe tule in the manufactureof canoesratherthan the sewnplank tomol usually usedby Chumashand used

themto gathermarineharvest (FromfASchoenoplectuacutu® onWikipedia)
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The Mission Period (17691833)
& the Spanish & Mexicans in California
(Contd.)

Due to the missionizationof the California Indians, hundredsor thousandf Indiansworked in the missionfields,
gardens,orchards,and vineyards The missionswere not just a churchbutanfi a g r i cpueblb, or toan.¢® The
Indians at the missionswere taught skills in a trade or in agriculture,althoughtheir training rarely got beyondthe
industrialschoollevel. The neophytelndianslearnedto work with leather,iron, wood, stone,andtheloom. Theyalso
herdedthe animalsthatroamedthe ranchoshatwereundermissionsupervisiorg P-257
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Natives utilize a primitive plow to prepare a field for planting
near Mission San Diego de Alcala

(From o0Spanish Missions of Californiao

)
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The Mission Period (17691833)
& the Spanish & Mexicans in California
(Contd.)

After sixty-five yearsof missionaryrule, missionarieglid not believethatthe missionindiansweresufficientlyin c i vi | i z e d
enoughto take over the control of any of the 21 missionswhenthe orderscamethroughto secularizethe missionsin

1833 although mission lands had been settled by many individual Indians? P54 While some of the missionswere
processedmmediatelyafter the secularizatiororderswereissued,it took 16 yearsbeforethe secularizatiorprocessvas
completedhor all of the 21 missionsstartingin 1833andthelastmissionwassecularizedn 18362°-65

Missionarieswere assignedo the missionsin pairs In additionto creatingthe missioncommunityand civilizing the

Indians,the missionariesusedthe Indian labor to constructthe missionbuildings from naturalresourcegound nearthe
missions
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nThe Missionaries as They Came and Wengranciscans of the California missions donned
gray habit s, i n contrast to the br o\

(From ASpanish Missions of Californiao
http://reference.findtarget.com/search/Spanish%20missions%20in%20California/ )
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The Mission Period (17691833)
& the Spanish & Mexicans in California
(Contd.)

A successfulflourishing commercewas carriedon by the missionswith the trading vesselsghat camefrom the easternUnited
Statesandforeign countries Goodsthat the missionstradedincluded hides,tallow, soap,grain, wine, brandy,olive oil, (and)
leatherworkfor manufacturedyoods??°6 in exchangeor tools, furniture, glass,nails, hardware cloth, chests,renderingpots,
cooking utensils,lighting fixtures, musicalinstrumentsand othergoods Tradeand assistancevas also obtainedfrom nearby
missions

Eventually,the EI CaminoReal (meaningin Spanish,The Royal Roador the K'i n #lighsvay) becamethe Mission Trail that
connectedhe missions presideosandpueblosstartingfrom Missionin SanDiegoin the southto the missionin Sonomain the
north3

Construction of the Missions

Building traditions,new technologiesandskilled craftsmen(suchas stonemasonsandlaborers)were broughtfrom Europeand

Mexico by the Spanishandthe missionariego work at the missionsandto train the Indians Many of theselndiansweretaught

to paint, carve,andforge Indianbasketrydesignswere sometimesncorporatednto the missiondecorations The missionaries
and craftsmenalso copied designsfrom books, patternson the p r i eardmsnialrobes,altar pieces and they incorporated
Indian designs Sometimeshe missionarieshad the artisanspaint imitation marbleon the walls.2P¢° Typically, the Mexican

masonsand the Indian neophytescreatedmany piecesfrom locally-quarried stone such as wash basins,water coolers,and

fountainsfor the missions?P222 At Mission SantaCruz, thereis a baptismalfont carvedfrom local sandstone Baptismalfonts

werealsochippedby stonemasonor the Indiansfrom locally-quarriedgranite2 p-69
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Stone Baptismal Font at Mission Santa Cruzby Robert English on Flickr

(Used with Permission)
http://www.flickr.com/photos/bobindrums/1062977164/
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The Mission Period (17691833)
& the Spanish & Mexicans in California
(Contd.)

Due to introductionof thesenew technologiesand materials,therewas an evolutionin the culture, architecture andthe kind of
structuresusedin California The Indians,who historically usedstructuresmadefrom brushor tule matsbentandtied to form
conicalor hemisphericakheltersjived in adobestructuresat or nearthe missionsthatthey help to build. Usingthe new building
technologieandmaterials buildingsbecamdarger,taller, andbecameanorecomplexthanthoseof the Native Californians

Therewasstill a reliancemostly on local resourcesand materialsat the missionsandpueblos Oftenit took four or five yearsto

constructthe missionbuildings becausat would take time for the materialsto be gatheredor madeasin the caseof the adobe
bricks Maintenanceand preservationof the existing buildings also took away from new construction,and many times floods,

earthquakesandfires interruptedconstructionof missionbuildings

Architecturally, the missionbuildings were designedby the padreswho rememberedeaturesof churchesn Mexico or Spainor
from booksthattheyhadbroughtwith them Includedwerearchitecturacustomghatwasintroducedoy the Moorsin Spain They
also took into considerationthe available building materialsto determinethe form of the missions Many missionshave low
silhouettes massivepillars becausef the limitations of the adobeblocks madeof sundried mud, which could not be stackedvery
high. Theadobefié walls hadto befour or five feetthick to sustaintheir weightandthatof thetile roofs.¢?r-68

fié The mostprevalenttype of constructionusedwasadobebricks, madefrom clay andstraw,anda masonrytechnologycommon
in SpainandMexico. Thick walls were constructedf adobesheld togetherwith mud mortar Buildings hadflat or pitchedroofs,

madeof clay tile or thatching,andwereoften coveredwith a white limestonecoating More substantiabuildingswereconstructed
of stonefrom local quarries® Othermaterialswereusedin early Californiawhenavailablesuchasin the constructionof the San

Diegomissionchurchin 1801wherelndianstransportedimberfrom nearbymountains i B u i |Ibehimsagnefrom pinelogsand

raftersfrom sycamorepoles® Anotherexamplewaswhenthe missionindianstransportedargesandstoneocksfrom the quarries
to constructMission SanJuanCapistrano

fi F duilding, adobebricks werelaid in rows andcolumnsandwith staggeredointsé Whenthe walls hadbeenraised,the mortar
was allowed to settlefor severaldaysbeforea roof wasadded Pillars, arches,andwalls were weightedto the groundin solid
proportions to sustaintheir own weightandthatof thetile roofs,adobewalls werefour or five feetthické Eventhough,theycould
not build too high; adobebuildingswereusuallylow, with a singleentry secureby a stronggate Wide eavesandroofedcorridors
protectedhe solublewalls from rain, andall exposedurfacesvereplasteredwith lime stuccod®



The Mission Period (17691833)
& the Spanish & Mexicans in California
(Contd.)

Disastersuchasearthquaked]ooding, andfire alsoaffectedwherethe buildingswereconstructedwherepeoplelived, and
how they built their structures During Wrightwood Earthquakein Decemberl812 abouthalf of the Spanishmissions
suffereddamageandtherewereotherearthquakethat causeddlamageo missionsbuildingsin 1868andlater Someof the
missionshadto be movedfrom sitesthat provedto be vulnerablebecausef flooding, etc. After damagdrom earthquakes,
adobewas sometimegeplacedwith steelreinforcedconcreteor with the addition of buttressegonstructedrom stoneand
mortar,burnedbrick, or concrete

The centerof eachof the missionswas the mission church, which was the most imposing of the mission structures
Typically, the centerof the missionwas a large rambling, four-sided building that formed arounda square The covered
arcade$ androomsfor thep r i asattedsglining, cooking and storageroomswere locatedround the inner side of the
square

Woodandadobewerethe principal building materials althoughstoneenterednto almostall of the structureso someextent
suchasfor columns,foundationsandtrim. Quarriedstoneandfield stonewerealsousedin the constructiornof the missions
andsomeranchbuildingsduringthelate 170Gs.
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by Robert English, on Flickr (Used with permission)
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Mission San Antonio de PaduaMonterey County, CA.
A view of the front of the mission, with a giant stone mill wheel in front

(copyright Matthew Lee High on Flickr; used with permission under the creative commons license)
http://www.flickr.com/photos/matthigh/2124847035/
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Cobblestone Foundations at Mission San Antonio de Paduionterey County, CA
(copyright Matthew Lee High on Flickr; used with permission under the creative commons license)
http://www.flickr.com/photos/matthigh/2124836763/
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Cobblestones in circle at Mission San Antonio de PaduMonterey County, CA
(copyright Matthew Lee High on Flickr; used with permission under the creative commons license)
http://www.flickr.com/photos/matthigh/2124843385/
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The Mission Period (17691833)
& the Spanish & Mexicans inCalifornia
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Stone Used In the California Missions

Following is a brief description of the 21 Spanish missions in
Californiaandsomewaysthatstonewasusedon missionlandsby the
Indians Many of the mission buildings were destroyedafter the
secularizationorders were given, although many of the mission
churchesand somebuildings have beenrestored Somehave been

built to look like the original buildingswheneveitherewerehistorical
descriptionsvailable



San Diego de Alcala Mission
15t Spanish mission founded July 1769 at San Diego
Secularized in 1834¢r- 71
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San Diego de Alcala Mission
1st Spanish mission founded July 1769 at San Diego
Secularized in 1834p- 71

The SanDiego missionwasfoundedin 1769by Spanishfriar JuniperdSerrain anarealong inhabitedby the Kumeyaaylndians

The SanDiego Mission was formed arounda quadrangleof shops residencesandstoragerooms Todayonly the churchanda
portion of the monasteryare now standing?P 7> Two of the moststriking featuresof the SanDiego missionarethe companari
the espandafiffalsefront), andthe parishchurch?p-317

Storedwaterwasbroughtby miles of aqueducto the missionfrom the missiondambuilt in 1816 which wasbuilt 6 milesup the
river. Remnantf the stoneaqueductanstill be seer?P- 77 Accordingto the i

, the Franciscammissionarieorganizedconstructionof thefirst waterengineeringorojecton the westcoastof
the United Statesby building the . This web site includesan old photograprshowingthe
stoneandcementdam (Thedateof 1813is givenonthiswebsite)

Anotherold photographand more information aboutthe SanDiego Mission dam and flume is availableon the National Park
Serviceweb site,i E x p | and Settless(Old Mission Dam (PadreDam)). This site indicatesthat the flume carriedthe water
from the damto the missiongroundswas 5 miles long. They believethat the dam was probablystartedin 1803 andit had
assumedits final form by 1817 The site describeghe damasbeingbuilt i Ogolid masonry,t wasabout220feetwide, 13 feet
thick at the bottom, and 12 feet or more high. Native stoneand locally producedcementwere usedto constructthe dam,
agueductandflume. Theflume, 2 feetwide andl foot deep,conductedvaterto the missiongardensandvineyardssomeb miles
distanto

(Note PerWikipedia An is a water supplyor navigablechannel(conduit) constructedo conveywater In modern
engineeringthe termis usedfor any systemof pipes,ditches,canals,tunnels,and other structuresusedfor this purposed i A
is anopenartificial waterchannelo )

After secularizationall missionpropertywasbrokenup into ranchosandgivento ex-military officerswho hadfoughtin the War
of IndependencagainstSpain?!

1. fMission Basilica San Diego ddcala, 0 Wikipedia. http//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mission_San_Diego_de_Alcal%C3%A1
2. TheCal i fornia Missions: A ¢ o mp,IEkzabeth Lp Hogan,d=d. i Saniset Publishing Gorp., a
Menlo Park, California, 7ed., 1993, pp. 71.
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Old Mission Dam, a major irrigation project of the early 19th century,

supplied water to the Mission of San Diego délcala.
A flume carried water about 5 miles from the dam to the mission grouhds

(From the National Park Service web site, ANAExpl ore
http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online books/explorers/sitec7.htm
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2nd i San CarlosBorromeo Mission founded June 1770
at Carmel, Monterey County; Secularized in 1834p83
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The facade of thecapilla (chapel) at
Mission San CarlosBorromeo de Carmela

(from Wikipedia)



2nd i San CarlosBorromeo Mission founded June 1770
at Carmel, Monterey County; Secularized in 1834r83

The CarmelMissionis a RomanCatholicmissionchurchin Carmel,California In the mid-19" centuryit wasdestroyedand
therestoratiorbeganin 1884 The CarmelMissionis theonly presidiochapelremainingin Californiathathasbeenin usesince
17942p-99

Nearby Esselenand Ohlone Indians i w e taken in and trained as plowmen, shepherdsgcattle herders,blacksmiths,and
carpenters They madeadobebricks, roof tiles andtools neededo build the missioré .0t

Startingin 1781, FatherSerraorderedthatthe stonebe quarriedfor the stonechurch,which would replacethe adobechurchon
the samesite?P-8 Thestonechurchat the missionandthe Royal Chapelat Montereywereboth designedandbuilt by imported
mastemasonManuelRuiz.2?-8> (SanCarlosBorromeoMissionis thefinal restingplacefor BlessedJuniperoSerra)

In The California Missions the SanCarlosMissionis describecas i S a&arlosBorromeois consideredo be oneof the most
beautiful of the Californiamissiong In its settingagainstseaandriver, its fair gardensthe unequaltowersthroughwhich the
cliff swallowssweeppastthe full-skirted bells, the starwindow 6 t Iseemso havebeenblown out of shapein somewintry
windé 6 oA Wi itshrough sandstonewalls, Moorish tower, unique windows, and its beautiful setting againstthe seaand
mountains,CarmelMission is the romanticgem of the California chairé .0??- 8 (Photographof the Moorish tower at the
CarmelMissionareavailableon fi - TheCaliforniaMi s s i poegestediy KennethA. Larson)

Therethe coatsof arms of the brother Ordersof the Dominicansand Franciscansre carvedin a stonein 'ghe wall of the
courtyardshrine Also, thereis a figure of the Virgin of Guadalupecarvedin chalk rock atthetop of thef a | makedinto a
shellnichezp-9°
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completedin 1794

by Darren Kruger on Flickr (Used with permission)
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3rd - SanAntonio de Padua Mission founded in 1771
Alta California (29 miles from King City, Monterey County);
Secularizedin 18342 pr101
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View of the front of Mission San Antonio de Padua Mission,
with a Stone Mill Wheel Monterey County, CA

(copyright Matthew Lee High on Flickr; used with
permissiorunder the creative commolisense)



3rd - SanAntonio de Padua Mission founded in 1771
Alta California (29 miles from King City, Monterey County);
Secularizedin 18342 p101

Constructiorof the churchbeganin 181Q No town grewup aroundthis mission,andi tirbas
remotelocation?P- 101 The missionwas restoredin 19491 t am authenticapproximationof its original stat& The elegant
companariof burnedbrick standsuniqueamongthe bell-walls of the missionchairg .¢?P100

FatherBuenaventurd&itjar hadthe Indiansbuild damsto impoundthe waterfrom the SanAntonio River aboutthreemiles
abovethe mission The waterwasbroughtto the missiongrounds crops,andanimalsby long aqueductsvhereit wasstored
in reservoirsatthe mission Thewaterwasusedto turnthegristmill, andit suppliedthe mill-race,thefountain,andabathing
pool. A lot of thewatersystemis still visible today? P- 102

Stonewas usedin expandingthe mission beginningin 1778 with the additionof an i e x t enetsvarkvwot stonelined
irrigation ditches®® Stonewasalsousedfor thefi h i thitk wall of stonetoppedwith a d o bhatwasconstructedatthe San
Antonio de PaduaMissionin 1804 accordingto an historicalreport In 1806it wasreportedthat the missionhad a water
poweredgristmill constructedo grind the Mission grainwith millstones Accordingto thefi S antonio de Padua History
of MissionSanA n t o websité,thefi r e s emillvaceiarrd stonemasonryof the mill remainintact the waterwheeland
mill househavebeenrestored® Cobblestonesvereusedto mark pathsandasa partof building foundations Someof these
cobblestonestill show the outline of the adobebrick building with ran parallel to the church,accordingto a sign at the
mission Thesecobblestondoundationswvere"3 1/2 feetwide.

Wheatwas raisedand processedo supportthemi s s ilndian population,andthe wheatwasthreshedn a stonecovered
areawherewild horseswveredriventhroughthe mound,grinding the wheatto bits.2p- 102
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3rd - San Antonio de Padua Mission founded i1771 (Contd.)
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