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Mission San Francisco de Asís, 

San Francisco, CA  

Junípero Serra at age 61,  

ten years before his death.  

 

Photos courtesy of Wikipedia 



The Mission Period (1769ï1833)  

& the Spanish & Mexicans in California (Contd.)  

With the arrival of the Spanish in northern California in the 1770s and the creation and development of the missions, new 

technologies, new materials, and new ways of living were introduced to the California Indians.  Many of the Indians, who once lived 

off of the natural resources of the land and moved their villages as needed, became a part of mission life and gave up their old ways 

and freedom in exchange for lives controlled and provided for by the missionaries.  At the missions the Indians were taught new 

skills so that they could construct buildings, grow crops, herd animals, and to learn a new way of life.  

  

The Spanish missions were mainly constructed along the California coast except for the two missions established on the Colorado 

River which were  destroyed within a year of their creation.  There were no missions established in the central valley of California.  

California was considered the last outpost of the Spanish global empire.  Twenty-three missions were established in all, although 

only 21 missions endured.  The first three of the 21 missions were located at San Diego, Monterey  and one to be located in between 

were meant to hold the spread of the Russians southward in California.  The first mission established was San Diego de Alcala, 

which was founded in 1769, and the last mission was San Francisco Solano Mission founded 1823 in Sonoma. 2 p.56  

 

Fray Junípero Serra was a Majorcan Franciscan friar who founded the mission chain in Alta California today the state of California.  

Serra was appointed superior of the Indian Missions of Baja California in 1768.  He took over the administration of the missions on 

the Baja California Peninsula when King Carlos III  ordered that the Franciscans be forcibly expelled from ñNew Spainò on February 

3, 1768.  At that time, Serra became the ñFather Presidente,ò and early in 1769 he accompanied Governor Gaspar de Portolá on his 

expedition to Alta California.  Serra remained at San Diego in order to start the Mission San Diego de Alcalá, the first of the 21 

California missions.  Serra moved to what is now Monterey in 1770 where he founded Mission San Carlos Borromeó de Carmelo.  

He relocated the mission to Carmel in 1771 and it became known as ñMission Carmel,ò which he used for his headquarters.  

Mission San Antonio de Padua, Mission San Gabriel Arcángel, Mission San Luis Obispo de Tolosa, Mission San Juan Capistrano, 

Mission San Francisco de Asís, Mission Santa Clara de Asís, and Mission San Buenaventura were all founded under his presidency.  

During the last three years of his life, Serra ñvisited the missions from San Diego to San Francisco, traveling more than 600 miles in 

the process, in order to confirm all who had been baptized. He suffered intensely from his crippled leg (due to an insect bite early in 

his life) and from his chest, yet he would use no remedies. He confirmed 5,309 persons, who, with but few exceptions, were Indians 

(óneophytesô) converted during the 14 years from 1770.ò  Father Junipero Serra died on August 28, 1784 at the age of 70 at Mission 

San Carlos Borromeo where he is buried under the sanctuary floor.10 

 

The missionary priestsô primary purpose was to spread the Christian doctrine among the Indians by baptizing them and to teach 

them to become self-sufficient, but Spain used the missions and missionaries as the most economical, peaceful means of settling the 

new territory.  Spain needed to subjugate, control, and civilize the natives in order to achieve these goals. 2 p.53   

 



The first recorded baptisms in Alta California were performed in "The Canyon of the Little 

Christians."  Engelhardt 1922, p. 258 (From ñSpanish Missions of Californiaò/) 

http://reference.findtarget.com/search/Spanish missions in California/


The missions were meant to be only temporarily under the control of the missionaries for a period of 10 years.  Once the 

missionariesô work was done, the mission lands, that had been held in trust for the Indians, were to be given to the mission 

Indians.   

  

From their lives before they entered the mission communities, the natives ñknew only how to utilize bone, seashells, stone, 

and wood for building, tool making, and weapons.  The California Indians were criticized because they appeared to be idle 

and did not ñraise crops, herd flocks, or practice other disciplined forms of food production characteristic of other cultures.ò 2 

p.50   The Spaniards looked down upon the Indians, although the Spaniards suffered famines when they first settled while 

living in the same environment as the Indians lived when the Spaniardsô imported supplies did not arrive on time.   
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Georg von Langsdorff, an early visitor to California,  sketched a group of Costeño dancers at Mission San José in 1806. 

ñThe hair of these people is very coarse, thick, and stands erect; in some it is powdered with down feathersò, Langsdorff noted. 

ñTheir bodies are fantastically painted with charcoal dust, red clay, and chalk. The foremost dancer is ornamented all over with 

down feathers, which gives him a monkey-like appearance; the hindermost has had the whimsical idea of painting his body to 

imitate the uniform of a Spanish soldier, with his boots, stockings, breeches, and upper garments.ò  (From ñSpanish Missions of 

Californiaò http://reference.findtarget.com/search/Spanish%20missions%20in%20California/ ) 
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Prior to the Indians joining the missions, the Indians lived healthy lives using the natural resources within their territorial 

boundaries and trading with nearby Indians for things not available in their own territory.  The California Indians were not an 

agrarian society because they lived off of the land because there was ample game to hunt and natural orchards of oaks that 

produced acorns for the Indiansô use.  The Indians were very healthy until diseases, such as measles and chickenpox, were 

brought in by the white men which killed hundreds of Indians because the Indians had no natural immunity to the diseases. 2 

p.51   
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Foliage and acorns of Quercus robur  
(on Wikipedia. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oak_trees) 
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Indian Grinding Stones at Mission San Antonio de Padua, 

 Monterey County, CA 
 

(copyright Lisa Paul, Left Coast Cowboys, Creative Commons license) 

http://leftcoastcowboys.com/


The Indians villages were located near streams, the ocean, or groves of live oaks so they would have a good supply of 

water and food.  They used brush or tules bent and tied to form conical or hemispherical shelters, which they destroyed 

once they because too filthy or verminous. Until they had access to metal after being introduced to it by the Spaniards, 

their weapons, tools, and appliances were made from stone, bone, and wood.  They were also known for their fine 

baskets that were so tightly woven that they could hold water.  The California Indians built well-caulked plank boats to 

travel off of the channel of Santa Barbara and to trade with other Indians, such as the Indians who lived on the Santa 

Catalina Island in what is today Los Angeles County.  Because of their free lifestyle, many of the Indians resisted the 

organized life and loss of freedom that the missionaries wanted them to follow. 2 p.51   
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Many native cultures built cone-shaped huts (wikiups) made of willow branches covered with brush or mats made of 

tule leaves. The shelters were utilized primarily for sleeping or as refuge in cases of inclement weather. Europeans generally 

regarded such contrivances as ñ...evidence of the Indians' inability to fashion more sophisticated structures.ò  (From 

ñCalifornia Mission Clash of Cultures,ò on Wikipedia.) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California_mission_clash_of_cultures 
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Indian Dwelling at La Purisima Mission,  
on Flickr (Courtesy of PJM#1. Used with permission) 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/pjm1/4178396816/ 
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Schoenoplectus acutus, called Tule 
Dyed and woven, tules are used to make baskets, bowls, mats, hats, clothing, duck decoys, and even boats by Native 

American groups. At least two tribes, the Wanapum and the Pomo People, constructed tule houses as recently as the 1950s and 

still do for special occasions. Bay Miwok, Coast Miwok, and Ohlone peoples used the tule in the manufacture of canoes or 

balsas, for transportation across the San Francisco Bay and using the marine and wetland resources.  Northern groups of 

Chumash used the tule in the manufacture of canoes rather than the sewn-plank tomol usually used by Chumash and used 

them to gather marine harvests.ò  (From ñSchoenoplectus acutusò on Wikipedia) http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tule 
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Due to the missionization of the California Indians, hundreds or thousands of Indians worked in the mission fields, 

gardens, orchards, and vineyards.  The missions were not just a church but an ñagricultural pueblo, or town.ò5  The 

Indians at the missions were taught skills in a trade or in agriculture, although their training rarely got beyond the 

industrial school level.  The neophyte Indians learned to work with leather, iron, wood, stone, and the loom.  They also 

herded the animals that roamed the ranchos that were under mission supervision.2 p.257 
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Natives utilize a primitive plow to prepare a field for planting  
near Mission San Diego de Alcalá  

 
(From òSpanish Missions of Californiaó 

http://reference.findtarget.com/search/Spanish%20missions%20in%20California/  ) 

  

http://reference.findtarget.com/search/Spanish missions in California/


After sixty-five years of missionary rule, missionaries did not believe that the mission Indians were sufficiently ñcivilizedò 

enough to take over the control of any of the 21 missions when the orders came through to secularize the missions in 

1833, although mission lands had been settled by many individual Indians.2 p.54  While some of the missions were 

processed immediately after the secularization orders were issued, it took 16 years before the secularization process was 

completed for all of the 21 missions starting in 1833 and the last mission was secularized in 1836.2 p.65   

 

Missionaries were assigned to the missions in pairs.  In addition to creating the mission community and civilizing the 

Indians, the missionaries used the Indian labor to construct the mission buildings from natural resources found near the 

missions.   
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ñThe Missionaries as They Came and Went. Franciscans of the California missions donned 

gray habits, in contrast to the brown that is typically worn today.ò 
 

(From ñSpanish Missions of Californiaò 

http://reference.findtarget.com/search/Spanish%20missions%20in%20California/ ) 
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A successful, flourishing commerce was carried on by the missions with the trading vessels that came from the eastern United 

States and foreign countries.  Goods that the missions traded included:  hides, tallow, soap, grain, wine, brandy, olive oil, (and) 

leatherwork for manufactured goods 2 p56 in exchange for tools, furniture, glass, nails, hardware, cloth, chests, rendering pots, 

cooking utensils, lighting fixtures, musical instruments, and other goods.  Trade and assistance was also obtained from nearby 

missions. 
 

Eventually, the El Camino Real (meaning in Spanish, The Royal Road or the Kingôs Highway) became the Mission Trail that 

connected the missions, presideos, and pueblos starting from Mission in San Diego in the south to the mission in Sonoma in the 

north.3 

 

Construction of the Missions 
 

Building traditions, new technologies, and skilled craftsmen (such as stone masons and laborers) were brought from Europe and 

Mexico by the Spanish and the missionaries to work at the missions and to train the Indians.  Many of these Indians were taught 

to paint, carve, and forge.  Indian basketry designs were sometimes incorporated into the mission decorations.  The missionaries 

and craftsmen also copied designs from books, patterns on the priestsô ceremonial robes, altar pieces; and they incorporated 

Indian designs.   Sometimes the missionaries had the artisans paint imitation marble on the walls.2 p.69   Typically, the Mexican 

masons and the Indian neophytes created many pieces from locally-quarried stone such as wash basins, water coolers, and 

fountains for the missions.2 p.222  At Mission Santa Cruz, there is a baptismal font carved from local sandstone.  Baptismal fonts 

were also chipped by stone masons or the Indians from locally-quarried granite.2 p.69   
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Stone Baptismal Font at Mission Santa Cruz, by Robert English on Flickr 

  
(Used with Permission) 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/bobindrums/1062977164/ 
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Due to introduction of these new technologies and materials, there was an evolution in the culture, architecture, and the kind of 

structures used in California.  The Indians, who historically used structures made from brush or tule mats bent and tied to form 

conical or hemispherical shelters, lived in adobe structures at or near the missions that they help to build.  Using the new building 

technologies and materials, buildings became larger, taller, and became more complex than those of the Native Californians.  
 

There was still a reliance mostly on local resources and materials at the missions and pueblos.  Often it took four or five years to 

construct the mission buildings because it would take time for the materials to be gathered or made as in the case of the adobe 

bricks.  Maintenance and preservation of the existing buildings also took away from new construction, and many times floods, 

earthquakes, and fires interrupted construction of mission buildings.  

  

Architecturally, the mission buildings were designed by the padres who remembered features of churches in Mexico or Spain or 

from books that they had brought with them.  Included were architectural customs that was introduced by the Moors in Spain.  They 

also took into consideration the available building materials to determine the form of the missions.  Many missions have low 

silhouettes  massive pillars because of the limitations of the adobe blocks made of sun-dried mud, which could not be stacked very 

high.  The adobe ñéwalls had to be four or five feet thick to sustain their weight and that of the tile roofs.ò2 p.68   
 

ñéThe most prevalent type of construction used was adobe bricks, made from clay and straw, and a masonry technology common 

in Spain and Mexico.  Thick walls were constructed of adobes held together with mud mortar.  Buildings had flat or pitched roofs, 

made of clay tile or thatching, and were often covered with a white limestone coating.  More substantial buildings were constructed 

of stone from local quarries.8   Other materials were used in early California when available such as in the construction of the San 

Diego mission church in 1801 where Indians transported timber from nearby mountains.  ñBuilding beams came from pine logs and 

rafters from sycamore poles.ò9   Another example was when the mission Indians transported large sandstone rocks from the quarries 

to construct Mission San Juan Capistrano.   
 

ñFor building, adobe bricks were laid in rows and columns and with staggered jointséWhen the walls had been raised, the mortar 

was allowed to settle for several days before a roof was added.  Pillars, arches, and walls were weighted to the ground in solid 

proportions:  to sustain their own weight and that of the tile roofs, adobe walls were four or five feet thickéEven though, they could 

not build too high; adobe buildings were usually low, with a single entry secure by a strong gate.  Wide eaves and roofed corridors 

protected the soluble walls from rain, and all exposed surfaces were plastered with lime stucco.ò9 
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Disasters such as earthquakes, flooding, and fire also affected where the buildings were constructed, where people lived, and 

how they built their structures.  During Wrightwood Earthquake in December 1812, about half of the Spanish missions 

suffered damage; and there were other earthquakes that caused damage to missions buildings in 1868 and later.  Some of the 

missions had to be moved from sites that proved to be vulnerable because of flooding, etc.  After damage from earthquakes, 

adobe was sometimes replaced with steel-reinforced concrete or with the addition of buttresses constructed from stone and 

mortar, burned-brick, or concrete.   

 

The center of each of the missions was the mission church, which was the most imposing of the mission structures.  

Typically, the center of the mission was a large rambling, four-sided building that formed around a square.  The covered 

arcades4 and rooms for the priestôs quarters, dining, cooking and storage rooms were located round the inner side of the 

square. 

 

Wood and adobe were the principal building materials, although stone entered into almost all of the structures to some extent 

such as for columns, foundations, and trim.  Quarried stone and field stone were also used in the construction of the missions 

and some ranch buildings during the late 1700s.   
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 Rock and Mortar Bell Tower at Mission San Miguel Arcángel,  
 

by Robert English, on Flickr  (Used with permission) 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/bobindrums/2255418205/ 
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Mission San Antonio de Padua, Monterey County, CA. 

 A view of the front of the mission, with a giant stone mill wheel in front. 
   

(copyright Matthew Lee High on Flickr; used with permission under the creative commons license) 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/matthigh/2124847035/ 
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Cobblestone Foundations at Mission San Antonio de Padua, Monterey County, CA 
 

(copyright Matthew Lee High on Flickr; used with permission under the creative commons license) 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/matthigh/2124836763/ 
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Cobblestones in circle at Mission San Antonio de Padua, Monterey County, CA 
 

(copyright Matthew Lee High on Flickr; used with permission under the creative commons license)  

http://www.flickr.com/photos/matthigh/2124843385/ 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/matthigh/2124843385/


The Mission Period (1769ï1833)  

& the Spanish & Mexicans in California  

 

Sources 

1. California:  An Interpretive History, Walton Bean, 1st ed., 1968, pp. 45. 

2. The California Missions:  A complete pictorial history and visitorôs guide, Elizabeth L. Hogan, Ed., Sunset Publishing 

Corp., Menlo Park, California, 7th ed., 1993, pp. 53. 

3. ñEl Camino Real,ò Wikipedia. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/El_Camino_Real_%28California%29 

4. ñAn arcade is a succession of arches, each counterthrusting the next, supported by columns or piers, or a covered walk 

enclosed by a line of such arches on one or both sides. In warmer or wet climates, exterior arcades provide shelter for 

pedestrians.ò Wikipedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arcade_%28architecture%29 

5. California:  An Interpretive History, James J. Rawls and Walton Bean, 7th ed., 1998, pp. 27. 

6. Handbook of the Indians of California, A. L. Kroeber, Bureau of American Ethnology, Bulletin 78, 1925, pp. 629. 

7. Geologic Guidebook of the San Francisco Bay Counties, California Dept. of Mines Bulletin 154, San Francisco, December 

1951, pp. 238. 

8.  ñBuilding California:  Technology and the Landscape,ò past exhibit of the California Historical Society, May 6 - August 

15, 1998. http://www.californiahistoricalsociety.org/exhibits/past_exhibits/building_cal/index.html 

9. Colonial Rosary:  The Spanish and Indian Missions of California, by Alison Lake, Ohio University Press, 2006, 244 pp., 

ISBN0804010846, 9780804010849.  

 http://books.google.com/books?id=p-LapgispKIC&dq=california+%2Bspanish+quarries&source=gbs_navlinks_s 

10.  ñJunipero Serra,ò on Wikipedia. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Father_Jun%C3%ADpero_Serra 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/El_Camino_Real_(California)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arcade_(architecture)
http://www.californiahistoricalsociety.org/exhibits/past_exhibits/building_cal/index.html
http://books.google.com/books?id=p-LapgispKIC&dq=california++spanish+quarries&source=gbs_navlinks_s
http://books.google.com/books?id=p-LapgispKIC&dq=california++spanish+quarries&source=gbs_navlinks_s
http://books.google.com/books?id=p-LapgispKIC&dq=california++spanish+quarries&source=gbs_navlinks_s
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Father_Jun%C3%ADpero_Serra


Stone Used in the California Missions 

Following is a brief description of the 21 Spanish missions in 

California and some ways that stone was used on mission lands by the 

Indians.  Many of the mission buildings were destroyed after the 

secularization orders were given, although many of the mission 

churches and some buildings have been restored.  Some have been 

built to look like the original buildings whenever there were historical 

descriptions available. 



San Diego de Alcala Mission  

1st Spanish mission founded July 1769 at San Diego  

Secularized in 18342 p. 71 

ñThe chapel façade of Mission San Diego de Alcalá  

as it appeared in 2008.ò   
 

(from Wikipedia) 



San Diego de Alcala Mission  

1st Spanish mission founded July 1769 at San Diego  

Secularized in 18342 p. 71 

The San Diego mission was founded in 1769 by Spanish friar Junípero Serra in an area long inhabited by the Kumeyaay Indians.  

  

The San Diego Mission was formed around a quadrangle of shops, residences, and storage rooms. Today only the church and a 

portion of the monastery are now standing.2 p. 75  Two of the most striking features of the San Diego mission are the companario, 

the espandaña (false front), and the parish church.2 p. 317   
 

Stored water was brought by miles of aqueduct to the mission from the mission dam built in 1816, which was built 6 miles up the 

river.  Remnants of the stone aqueduct can still be seen.2 p. 77  According to the ñTimeline of Water History in Hillcrest and San 

Diego, California,ò the Franciscan missionaries organized construction of the first water engineering project on the west coast of 

the United States by building the first dam to cross the San Diego River.  This web site includes an old photograph showing the 

stone and cement dam.  (The date of 1813 is given on this web site.)   
 

Another old photograph and more information about the San Diego Mission dam and flume is available on the National Park 

Service web site, ñExplorers and Settlers (Old Mission Dam (Padre Dam)).  This site indicates that the flume carried the water 

from the dam to the mission grounds was 5 miles long.  They believe that the dam was probably started in 1803, and it had 

assumed its final form by 1817.  The site describes the dam as being built ñOf solid masonry, it was about 220 feet wide, 13 feet 

thick at the bottom, and 12 feet or more high.  Native stone and locally produced cement were used to construct the dam, 

aqueduct, and flume.  The flume, 2 feet wide and 1 foot deep, conducted water to the mission gardens and vineyards some 5 miles 

distant.ò   

 

(Note:  Per Wikipedia:  An aqueduct is a water supply or navigable channel (conduit) constructed to convey water. In modern 

engineering, the term is used for any system of pipes, ditches, canals, tunnels, and other structures used for this purpose.ò  ñA 

flume is an open artificial water channel.ò)  
 

After secularization, all mission property was broken up into ranchos and given to ex-military officers who had fought in the War 

of Independence against Spain.1  

1. ñMission Basilica San Diego de Alcalá,ò on Wikipedia. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mission_San_Diego_de_Alcal%C3%A1 

2. The California Missions:  A complete pictorial history and visitorôs guide, Elizabeth L. Hogan, Ed., Sunset Publishing Corp., 

Menlo Park, California, 7th ed., 1993, pp. 71. 
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ñThe chapel façade of Mission San Diego de Alcalá  

as it appeared in 2008.ò   
 

From Wikipedia. 



Old Mission Dam, a major irrigation project of the early 19th century,  

supplied water to the Mission of San Diego de Alcalá.   
A flume carried water about 5 miles from the dam to the mission grounds.ò  

 

(From the National Park Service web site, ñExplorers and Settlers (Old Mission Dam (Padre Dam)).ò 

http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/explorers/sitec7.htm 

http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/explorers/sitec7.htm


2nd ï San Carlos Borromeo Mission founded June 1770  

at Carmel, Monterey County; Secularized in 18342 p83 

The façade of the capilla (chapel) at  

Mission San Carlos Borromeo de Carmelo. 
  

(from Wikipedia) 



2nd ï San Carlos Borromeo Mission founded June 1770  

at Carmel, Monterey County; Secularized in 18342 p83 

The Carmel Mission is a Roman Catholic mission church in Carmel, California.  In the mid-19th century it was destroyed, and 

the restoration began in 1884.  The Carmel Mission is the only presidio chapel remaining in California that has been in use since 

1794.2 p. 99    

  

Nearby Esselen and Ohlone Indians ñwere taken in and trained as plowmen, shepherds, cattle herders, blacksmiths, and 

carpenters.  They made adobe bricks, roof tiles and tools needed to build the missioné.ò1   

  

Starting in 1781, Father Serra ordered that the stone be quarried for the stone church, which would replace the adobe church on 

the same site.2 p. 83   The stone church at the mission and the Royal Chapel at Monterey were both designed and built by imported 

master mason Manuel Ruiz.2 p. 85  (San Carlos Borromeo Mission is the final resting place for Blessed Junipero Serra.) 

  

In The California Missions, the San Carlos Mission is described as:  ñSan Carlos Borromeo is considered to be one of the most 

beautiful of the California missionséIn its setting against sea and river, its fair gardens, the unequal towers through which the 

cliff  swallows sweep past the full -skirted bells, the star window óthat seems to have been blown out of shape in some wintry 

windéôò  ñWith its rough sandstone walls, Moorish tower, unique windows, and its beautiful setting against the sea and 

mountains, Carmel Mission is the romantic gem of the California chainé.ò2 p. 83   (Photographs of the Moorish tower at the 

Carmel Mission are available on ñMission Trail Today - The California Missions,ò presented by Kenneth A. Larson.) 

  

There the coats of arms of the brother Orders of the Dominicans and Franciscans are carved in a stone in the wall of the 

courtyard shrine.  Also, there is a figure of the Virgin of Guadalupe carved in chalk rock at the top of the faĺade tucked into a 

shell niche.2 p. 99    

1. ñMission San Carlos Borroméo del río Carmelo,ò from Wikipedia  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mission_San_Carlos_Borromeo_de_Carmelo 

2. The California Missions:  A complete pictorial history and visitorôs guide, Elizabeth L. Hogan, Ed., Sunset Publishing 

Corp., Menlo Park, California, 7th ed., 1993, pp. 65. 
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The façade of the capilla (chapel) at Mission San Carlos Borromeo de Carmelo. 
  

From Wikipedia. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mission_San_Carlos_Borromeo_de_Carmelo 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mission_San_Carlos_Borromeo_de_Carmelo


Cathedral of San Carlos Borromeo Façade  

completed in 1794  
 

by Darren Kruger on Flickr  (Used with permission) 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/14927100@N07/4377217781/ 
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3rd - San Antonio de Padua Mission founded in 1771  

Alta California (29 miles from King City, Monterey County);  

Secularized in 1834 2 p101   

View of the front of Mission San Antonio de Padua Mission,  

with a Stone Mill Wheel, Monterey County, CA 
 

(copyright Matthew Lee High on Flickr; used with  

permission under the creative commons license) 



3rd - San Antonio de Padua Mission founded in 1771  

Alta California (29 miles from King City, Monterey County);  

Secularized in 1834 2 p101   

Construction of the San Antonio de Padua Mission church began in 1810.  No town grew up around this mission, and itôs in a 

remote location.2 p. 101    The mission was restored in 1949 ñto an authentic approximation of its original stateéThe elegant 

companario of burned brick stands unique among the bell-walls of the mission chainé.ò2 p100   

  

Father Buenaventura Sitjar had the Indians build dams to impound the water from the San Antonio River about three miles 

above the mission.  The water was brought to the mission grounds, crops, and animals by long aqueducts where it was stored 

in reservoirs at the mission.  The water was used to turn the gristmill, and it supplied the mill -race, the fountain, and a bathing 

pool.  A lot of the water system is still visible today.2 p. 102  

  

Stone was used in expanding the mission beginning in 1778 with the addition of an ñextensive network of stone lined 

irrigation ditches.ò5  Stone was also used for the ñhigh, thick wall of stone topped with adobeò that was constructed at the San 

Antonio de Padua Mission in 1804, according to an historical report.  In 1806 it was reported that the mission had a water-

powered gristmill constructed to grind the Mission grain with millstones.  According to the ñSan Antonio de Padua ï History 

of Mission San Antonioò web site, the ñreservoir, millrace and stone masonry of the mill  remain intact; the water wheel and 

mill  house have been restored.ò5  Cobblestones were used to mark paths and as a part of building foundations.  Some of these 

cobblestones still show the outline of the adobe brick building with ran parallel to the church, according to a sign at the 

mission.  These cobblestone foundations were "3 1/2 feet wide.6  

  

Wheat was raised and processed to support the missionôs Indian population, and the wheat was threshed in a stone-covered 

area where wild horses were driven through the mound, grinding the wheat to bits.2 p. 102   
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1. ñMission San Antonio de Padua,ò on Wikipedia. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mission_San_Antonio_de_Padua 

2. The California Missions:  A complete pictorial history and visitorôs guide, Elizabeth L. Hogan, Ed., Sunset 

Publishing Corp., Menlo Park, California, 7th ed., 1993. 

3. San Antonio de Padua ï ñHistory of Mission San Antonioò web site 

http://www.missionsanantonio.net/history.html 

4. Athanasius Schaefer - Virtual Church web site http://www.athanasius.com/camission/padua.htm 
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View of the front of Mission San Antonio de Padua Mission,  

with a Stone Mill Wheel, Monterey County, CA 
 

(copyright Matthew Lee High on Flickr; used with permission under the creative commons license) 
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